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 “TRUTH”
MAY 2018

A SURE WORD        
FOR TODAY

Truth is like a mountain, It cannot 
be moved and it never changes

WEBSITE UPDATE
Are God’s people desperate for revival? What 

we saw  last month might give us an indication.  
Within the first five days of  the month we usually 
have about 300 views of  the website. Last month, 
inexplicably we had over 1000 views in just five 
days. The only thing we can attribute this to is 
that we started a series on revival. 

Now  think about this: Where is this sense of 
desperat ion coming from? Some would 
immediately start throwing stones at the lack they 
perceive in churches. STOP IT! A far better 
thought would be to acknowledge that it is God 
who is moving on the hearts of  His people 
creating a divine hunger for more of His Spirit. 

If that is true, then perhaps we are already 
seeing the first drops of a major outpouring of 
God’s Spirit. Pray like never before!
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   Last month I started a series on the subject of 
revival. My purpose for this teaching was not to try 
to show  you how  to make it happen. No human on 
the planet can do that. Great revivals are sovereign 
moves of  God whose beginnings are almost 
impossible to track. They break out spontaneously, 
sometimes in multiple locations. I believe God 
does it this way so no man can take the glory that 
belongs only to Him. 

Isaiah 42:8 (CEV) 

“My name is the Lord! I won’t let idols or humans 
share my glory and praise.” 

   What I hope to help you understand is how  to 
enter in when the next great outpouring happens. 
Last month I focused on the word 'desperation.' I 
promise you, desperation is necessary if we 
are to receive what God is about to do. I do not 
think it is possible to overstate the need for 
desperation. This month I want to show  you why I 
say such a thing. 
   It is impossible to accurately predict what the 
next great outpouring will look like. Some might 
claim to know, but they probably don’t. About the 
only thing I can say for sure is  that it will wreck 
any church that wants to experience it. Yes, you 
heard me right. Once again, I need to explain. 
  Church history has proven that great revivals start 
at the grassroots level of  Christianity. They do not 
start in denominations or large established 
churches. There is a reason for this. All churches 
have predictable ways they do church, and in most 
churches, it is very structured and rigid. You can 
visit one week and be quite sure that if you go back 
again, what you experience will be basically the 
same. I have yet to visit any church that proves 
this observation to be wrong. 
   Some may object by saying that this is not true of 
their church. 

However, what they really need to admit is that, 
while their structure may not be the same as some 
other churches, what they have is still a quite 
predictable structure. 
   So, what does all this have to do with desperation 
and revival wrecking your church? Very simple. The 
structure you now  have has no room in it for a great 
revival. Each church has a certain way they do 
things and accommodating a revival is not included 
in it. It is  like  trying to pour new wine into an old 
wineskin. 
  This is why bringing revival into an established 
church creates so many problems. The structure 
must get smashed and then re-formed by the Holy 
Spirit to accommodate revival. Your church cannot 
experience revival without also experiencing great 
change. We experienced this while in Nebraska. 
Even though the church doubled in size, people 
were not happy. They liked the old structure and 
were not willing to let God change it. The board of 
deacons asked us to leave because they were 
concerned about all the riffraff (their words) that 
were coming to our church. 
   When we came to Loveland, there was a group of 
women who had prayed fervently for revival. Yet 
when God answered their prayers, all but one got 
offended and left the church. What would cause 
such strange behavior? The answer is very simple: 
They had a preconceived idea of what revival 
should look like based on something they had 
already seen God do in the past. Then when God 
did something they had never seen before, they 
could not bring themselves to accept the change it 
demanded. 
   However, Miss Linda and I had already decided 
we were not willing to continue the futility of doing 
‘church’ as we had known it. We had very little to 
lose by recklessly pursuing what God was doing. 
Our denomination soon labeled us as ‘disapproved’ 
and threw  us out. Even though it hurt, we felt very 
little loss. 

  
 
    

										REVIVAL:“WHY	WE	NEED	DESPERATION”
                                                                                              PART 2

WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. It may make you feel 
uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to help you and provide spiritual guidance for you and your 
family in a time of great spiritual darkness. You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH!
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Without the power and presence of  God, church 
offered us no future and no hope. We were 
desperate! 
   My point is this: Only desperate people will be 
willing to accept the change created by God 
pouring out His glory in their church. Make no 
mistake about it, there is a steep price to be 
paid and only the desperate are willing to pay it. 
 There is another factor that needs to be 
considered. Most people would be willing to make 
room in their structure for revival, if revival would 
just be proper. Don’t hold your breath! It has never 
happened. Revival is messy. It is filled with highly 
charged emotion, and demonstrations of  the flesh 
that seem extremely undignified and totally 
irrational. This provides the critics with endless 
ammunition. 
   In every revival of  the past, most churches and 
even entire denominations labeled what God was 
doing as ‘fanaticism’ or even ‘of the devil.’ The 
Welsh revival is considered by many to be the 
greatest revival in church history. Yet Evan Roberts, 
the man who led that revival, died a broken and 
bitter man because of  the criticism directed toward 
him by church leaders of his day. They were not 
desperate, so they chose structure over revival. I 
can assure you, this same thing will happen again. 
   This leads us to another great talking point. Does 
this mean that God rejects the churches that 
choose structure over the new thing He is 
doing? Does God do a new  thing because He no 
longer views the old as being of any value? To 
listen to some today you would think such is the 
case. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
  When Miss Linda and I started visiting churches, 
we became very aware of  something we never 
expected to see. We visited churches whose 
worship services were structured very differently 
than what we were used to. To our amazement, 
God was doing some wonderful things in and 
through those congregations. I must confess that I 
did some serious repenting for the “we’re more 
spiritual than you” attitude I had lived with for years. 
   Unfortunately, today I see some who place very 
little value on the old. 

Obviously, they see themselves as far more 
spiritual. I must tell you, I view  them as just the 
opposite. 
   When God pours His Spirit out, there  will be 
few  churches desperate enough to make the 
changes revival demands. But those who truly are 
spiritually mature will recognize that in spite of  this, 
God still plans to use those churches. We must 
never lose sight of  the fact that the Kingdom of  God 
is far bigger than our tiny little part of it. 
   I want to conclude this month’s article by sharing a 
story that clearly illustrates what I have just said. 
While I pastored Rez, I was active in a pastor’s 
fellowship group that met every two weeks. It was a 
good group of  guys who really learned to love and 
value each other. One week we started talking about 
revivals of  the past. After a short time, the 
conversation seemed to focus on the great Welsh 
revival. 
   We were all quite familiar with that great revival. It 
was a revival that brought the greatest display of 
deep repentance church history has ever witnessed. 
The houses of prostitution went out of  business 
because they no longer had any customers. The 
bars were shut down. The police had nothing to do 
because there was no longer any crime. 
   After talking about this for a while, one of the 
pastors said, “Now  that is the kind of revival I want 
to see. That is the kind of revival I would welcome in 
my church.” I responded, “But what if  God sent a 
revival that was different than that?” He answered 
by saying, “Then I would have a hard time believing 
it was really from God.” 
   This saddened me deeply. Why? Because I 
absolutely know  God will never allow  us to 
dictate to Him what He can or cannot do. Those 
who insist revival must be a certain way will certainly 
miss what God is about to do. But in spite of  this, I 
saw  that pastor lead a vibrant congregation for 
many years and I have the utmost respect for him. 
   You may or may not be desperate enough to enter 
into the next new  thing God is getting ready to do. 
But you are still valuable to God and He has a great 
plan for you and your church. Plan A or plan B, the 
choice is yours. God can work in both. 
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                                      Continued from Page 2

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH



                                                                               PAGE 4
                                    Continued  Next Page

A      M   I   N   U   T   E      W   I   T   H      M   I   S   S      L   I   N   D   A

“ T h e W i s e , T h e 
Foolish, and The 
Mother” I t almost 
sounds like the title of 
a C.S. Lewis novel. 
Oh, that I could write 
like him! I can’t, but I 
wanted to share with 

you some of the things mothers need to know  if they 
are to impart wisdom to their children. 
  The Bible tells us that “…a foolish son is the 
heaviness of his mother.” (Proverbs 10:1 KJV) This 
is one of  the saddest things a mother can ever 
experience. Can she avoid this heartache? If so, 
how? Is there a specific plan she can follow  to avoid 
such heartache? This is what I want to attempt to 
show you in this article. 
  There is a verse in Proverbs we must understand if 
we are to effectively teach our children to walk in 
wisdom. 

Proverbs 4:7 (MSG) 
“Above all and before all, do this: Get Wisdom! 
Write this at the top of your list: Get Understanding!” 

  We, as mothers, need to understand that our 
children are not born with wisdom or understanding. 
This does not mean they lack intelligence. What they 
lack is experience about how  life works. In other 
words, they need to understand there are 
consequences to their actions. 

   That is why it says we all need to get wisdom and 
understanding. I am very sure that mothers who have 
small children will all say a big “amen” to this simple 
truth. 
   The second thing I want to point out is that wisdom 
and understanding are connected. What I find 
amazing is that this connection is repeated 27 
times in the book of Proverbs! Yes, I said, “27 
times!” Wisdom and understanding go together. You 
can’t have one without the other. 
Now  for the  big question: Which comes first, 
wisdom or understanding? If  you put wisdom first, 
you and your children will get neither. However, if  you 
put understanding first, both will become your 
possession and the possession of  your children. 
Does that shock you? There are two verses that 
confirm what I just said. 

Proverbs 10:23 (NKJV) 
“…a man of understanding has wisdom.” 
Proverbs 14:33 (NKJV) 
“Wisdom rests in the heart of him who has 
understanding,...” 

   Now  we have a great starting point. If  we want our 
children to possess wisdom, we must start by helping 
them gain an understanding about how  life works. 
Every time we see them do something that is foolish, 
we must remember that they lack understanding. 

”The Wise, The Foolish & The Mother”
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This truth is illustrated in Proverbs 7:7. 

“And I saw  among the child-like and among the 
young people a young man without wisdom and 
understanding.” Proverbs 7:7 (NLV) 

The context here is a young man about to go 
into the house of  a prostitute. He has no clue what 
the consequences of his actions will be. He doesn’t 
comprehend what is about to happen to him. He 
lacks understanding. 

Moms, our job is to daily help our children get 
an understanding of how  life works. When they run 
through the house with a sharp pencil in their hand, 
they need us to patiently help them understand how 
life works. When we see them getting ready to jump 
off a balcony like a superhero, they need us to help 
them gain understanding. We don’t want them to 
have to learn the hard way! Moms, this is our job 
and we will never be out of work. 

There are a number of helps I can suggest, and 
some things I urge you to avoid as you attempt to 
teach your children how  life works. Be careful of 
things available to you through the internet, books, 
and all kinds of self-help programs based upon the 
wisdom of man but not the wisdom of  God. Most of 
these mean no harm, but neither will they help. 

I experienced this a short while ago. I opened a 
Dove dark chocolate and this is what the wrapper 
said: 

Sometimes Dove wrappers give good advice, but 
not this time! After looking up the meaning of  the 
word, I decided this really wasn’t godly wisdom. I am 
not “loquacious” and I really don’t want to be. 

lo-qua-cious: given to fluent or excessive talk 
Synonyms: blabby, chatty, motormouthed, mouthy

 
This is a cute example of how  the wisdom of man 

will never make us truly wise. We must be sure that 
we fill our children’s minds with godly wisdom. This 
means we need to make sure we are attending a 
church where the truth of  God’s word is taught with 
no compromise; a church that hasn’t changed in an 
effort to become culturally relevant. 

T h e g r e a t e s t s o u r c e o f w i s d o m a n d 
understanding is God’s Word. The Bible is God's 
manual for life. His Word teaches us how  life works 
and opens the door to godly wisdom. God's Word is 
sure, reliable, and trustworthy. The Bible is the one 
book you can fully and completely trust. It makes the 
simple wise. 

“The law  of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul: the testimony of  the Lord is sure, making wise 
the simple.” Psalms 19:7 KJV 

I want to leave you with one last thought. Don’t 
get discouraged when your children seem unwise 
and so lacking in understanding. As I have gotten 
older, I have come to realize that we never come to a 
point where we can stop seeking wisdom and 
understanding. 

When a mother loses patience and screams at 
her children and calls them stupid, it is the mother 
who doesn’t understand how  life works. She doesn’t 
understand how  badly she has wounded and scarred 
her child, nor the far-reaching effect her words will 
have on her child. As an adult, she still needs to seek 
wisdom and understanding. The future is bright for 
the wise, both now and throughout eternity. 

“Those who are [spiritually] wise will shine brightly 
like the brightness of  the expanse of heaven, and 
those who lead many to righteousness, [will shine] 
like the stars forever and ever.” Daniel 12:3 AMP 

                “The wise, The Foolish, & The Mother ”  
                CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE
      “TRUTH”.
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   Last month I wrote about the deteriorating 
relationship between Turkey and Israel. Since then 
I have learned of some new  developments I want 
to share with you. It now  appears that Turkey is 
trying to take its animosity toward Israel from the 
diplomatic level to an outright call for war. 
   In March I became aware of an article that was 
published last December in a Turkish media outlet 
which is closely affiliated with Turkish President 
Erdoğan and his ruling AKP party. The article was 
titled “A Call for Urgent Action,” and also 
appeared on the paper’s website under the title 
“What If an ‘Army of Islam’ Was Formed 
Against Israel?” 
  It called on the 57-member states of  the 
Organization of  Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to form 
a joint ‘Army of  Islam’ to besiege and attack the 
state of Israel. The article went into specifics, 
describing in detail how  such an army would 
overwhelm the Jewish State. 
  The article explained how  Erdoğan’s Islamic 
military campaign against Israel would play out, 
citing logistical details that portrayed this 
theoretical army as being formidable. “If the OIC 
member states unite and form a joint military 
force, it will be the largest army in the world,” 
the article said. 
   Right now, there is no such thing as the Army of 
Islam. But a call to form such an army should be 
viewed as a call for war against anyone who 
opposes Muslim views on Jerusalem, including the 
U.S. It should be noted that since President Trump 
declared Jerusalem to be the eternal capital of 
Israel, there have been other Muslim nations who 
have advocated this same thing. 
 Malaysian Defense Minister Hishammuddin 
Hussein described Trump’s recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital a “blow  to all 
Muslims.” He went on to say, “The Malaysian 
armed forces are ready to fulfill their duty 
regarding Jerusalem.” 

   It should be noted that Turkey is already taking 
steps to realize the model of  the ‘Army of  Islam’ by 
forging alliances with a number of  Muslim countries 
to increase its military might. Those nations include, 
but are not limited to, Qatar, Somalia, and other 
Gulf and African countries. 
   We must ask ourselves if this has any chance of 
becoming reality or is this just more chest-beating? 
The fact is, the plans described in the Turkish 
article for an ‘Army of Islam’ have a very good 
chance of becoming reality. There are a number of 
reasons why I say this. 
 First, this will probably gain traction and 
momentum because of  the position of  the UN 
toward Israel. The UN views Israel as a pariah 
apartheid state and this will most certainly 
embolden Turkey and other Muslim countries. Also, 
Turkey is a member of NATO and many NATO 
states are open in their criticism and hatred of 
Israel. Politically, it feels  like conditions are right 
for 'the perfect storm.' 
   However, there is one other thing that causes me 
to believe this will happen. Ezekiel 38:4 declares 
that a “great company” will attack Israel. This 
multitude will come trusting in the size of their army 
and the strength of their weapons; never realizing 
they are coming to their own destruction. 
I encourage you to read all of  Ezekiel 38-39. If you 
read it and believe it, you will not fear when you 
hear the wicked boast of  what they plan to do. They 
are fools. They may boast of their weapons and 
their  great armies, but we will make our boast in 
the Lord. 

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we 
trust in the name of the Lord our God. They are 
brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and 
stand firm.”   Psalms 20:7-8 (NIV) 

These are great days to be alive. Some of the 
greatest prophecies to ever be fulfilled will happen 
in our time. People will soon be unable to ignore 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

P   R   O   P   H   E   C   Y     U   P   D   A   T   E

And that my friends,
    is the “Truth!”

                     “ THE PERFECT STORM ”


