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During the time Miss Linda and I pastored Rez. 
Church, January was always special. Toward the 
end of the month, we had our annual church 
business meeting and unlike many churches, it was 
always a wonderful time. We looked back on the 
previous year and rejoiced in how faithful God had 
been and then looked forward to the coming year 
with excitement knowing that God always seemed 
to do more than we could imagine. 

January was also special because every year I 
would start a series on Bible prophecy. Our 
congregation always looked forward to this and for 
this reason attendance in January was always 
strong. I do not consider myself an expert when it 
comes to Bible prophecy, but as I look back I am 
amazed at how many of the things I said have 
come to pass.  

I also said some things that haven't happened 
so I have no room to boast. In spite of this, our 
congregation grew to appreciate the fact that there 
are prophecies in the Bible that were written 
thousands of years ago and are being fulfilled in 
our lifetime. That is incredibly exciting.  

The one I would put at the top of the list is the 
great apostasy (falling away) that the Apostle Paul 
prophesied would happen. Truly, Paul was not only 
an apostle but also a prophet. The Old Testament 
prophets prophesied to Israel, but Paul prophesied 
to the church and we are living in a time when the 
things he said about the church are coming to pass. 

All this is a bit nostalgic for me, and I enjoy 
taking a journey back to a time that was very good. 
But I don't want to spend too much time focusing on 
the past because I believe the future holds more 
excitement and promise than anything we 
experienced in the past. Isn't that the way it always 
is with God? 

With that thought in mind, I began to think about 
what things we should be looking for that have 
been prophesied, but have not yet come to pass. I 
must confess that I was a bit dismayed because I 
was having a hard time coming up with a very long 
list. I asked Miss Linda for her input, but her list was 
as short as mine. 
Our lists contained only two things: 
1. The rapture of the church. 
2. The fulfillment of Ezekiel 38-39 
(And I am not certain this will happen before the 
rapture.) 

As I have said, the shortness of this list 
bothered me, but then I saw something so exciting. 
Of course, it is short, it must be short if we are to 
see the return of Jesus in our lifetime. We don't 
have to look for the nation of Israel to be reborn, we 
have seen it. We need not look for the great falling 
away to happen, we have seen it. Nor do we need 
to look for an increase in false teachers and false 
prophets, we have seen it. For sure, I am not 
looking for the rise of the Antichrist nor the great 
tribulation. (See last month's Prophecy Update.) 

I am looking for and expecting to hear the 
sound of a trumpet calling the church to a great 
wedding celebration. I am looking for the one who 
redeemed me from the bondage of my sin, to come 
for me in the clouds of glory. I am looking for 
heaven and my eternal reward. There is nothing 
else in the Bible that still must be fulfilled before 
Jesus can return. Let that sink deep into your soul 
and look up, your redemption is nearer than you 
think. 
Hebrews 9:28 KJV 
28….and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time….. 

"These Are The Days"


