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  This past year has been amazing for the 
“TRUTH” newsletter and the truthwithjohn 
website. At the start of the year we were 
averaging about 500 views each month, and we 
thanked the Lord for each one because we knew 
whatever we had was from Him.
   Then in April we began to see an increase. 
This continued and in October, we exceeded 
2000 views for the first time. Again, we give Him 
all the praise because we know  it is His blessing 
that caused this to happen. Doing what God 
wants done, and seeing Him place His blessing 
upon it, has always been the most exciting thing 
we have ever experienced in life!
   We also want to thank all who have donated 
this past year. In spite of seeing the number of 
views quadruple, we have continued to need to 
walk by faith in the area of finances. However, 
there has always been money in the account to 
pay the bills. We thank all who have helped!
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WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. At times it 
may make you feel uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to speak truth that will 

provide spiritual guidance for you and your family in a time of great spiritual darkness.                     
You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH! 

FEATURE ARTICLE: ”GOD IS IN CONTROL”

   As we approach the holidays, it is customary to 
write something that fits the season. While this may 
be good, it also can become a bit redundant. What 
can you say that hasn’t already been said many 
times before? How  many ways can you say what 
the birth of Jesus means to a lost and dying world? 
And do we really need another sermon about 
putting Christ back in Christmas? Do you see my 
point?
  Rather than repeating something you have all 
heard a hundred times before, I am going to take a 
different approach and try to show  you how  this can 
be applied to make this holiday season wonderful 
and joyous. I am sure as you read this you will think 
my objective is impossible, but keep reading, you 
may end up having the happiest Christmas ever!
  As I look back on the last year, I am painfully 
aware that the political divide in this country is 
greater than ever before. In fact, I think the events 
of the past year have shown us that it is far greater 
than any of us ever realized. Earlier in the year, I 
wrote about the possibility that this nation could be 
standing on the brink of  total anarchy. Anarchy is 
when the rule of law  is circumvented by people who 
believe they can get what they want by the use of 
violence and a total disregard for law and order.
   All this came into clear focus in early October with 
the nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. In all my years, I have never seen 
anything that even remotely comes close to what I 
saw  happen in the first week of October. I saw  the 
rule of  law  that says all of us are innocent until 
proven guilty, thrown aside like a broken relic from a 
past generation that has outlived its usefulness.
   I saw  a man with a sterling reputation vilified by 
accusations that not only were never proven, but 
were actually declared to be false by the very 
people who had been named as witnesses who 
could substantiate them as truth. Did this put a stop 
to the ruthless attacks? Of course not. This was not 

about truth. This was about political ideologies, and 
a plan for America’s future that was being 
threatened by a good man being placed in the office 
of the highest level of human authority in this land.
  As this charade was being acted out in the 
confirmation hearings, out on the street we saw 
what the face of  anarchy really looks like. We saw 
people protesting violently. We saw  people who 
supported the nomination of  Brett Kavanaugh 
physically attacked. We read about Justice 
Kavanaugh having to take his family into hiding 
because threats had been made against their lives. 
We watched videos of  people defacing his home 
with graffiti. We read of people calling for the 
assassination of  our duly elected leaders. We 
watched videos of  other elected officials actually 
calling for violence to erupt all across the land. This, 
my friends, is the face of anarchy!
    I think it necessary that I pause to point out how 
important it is that these anarchists did not succeed 
in derailing the nomination of  Justice Kavanaugh. I 
shudder to think what the future of  America would 
look like if these tactics had been successful. If  a 
complete disregard for the rule of law  by the 
politicians of  one political party, and the violent 
protests of those of the same mind had produced 
what they wanted, we would now  have a new  law  in 
America. The law of violence would now rule.
   But, thank God, they did not succeed. President 
Trump once again showed incredible courage by 
standing behind a man who may prove to be the 
most slandered man in American history. Justice 
Kavanaugh also proved to be all we thought he was 
by staying the course and trusting that justice would 
triumph. At least for now, we can say that truth, 
justice, and the rule of law still prevail in this land.
    By now I am sure you are wondering what this 
has to do with Christmas. I promise you, that is 
coming!

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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   As all this insanity was being played out, I had 
something wonderful happen. Ordinarily something 
like this would have created a great sense of anxiety 
within me. Make no mistake about it, I totally 
understood what was at stake; this nation was on 
the brink of anarchy. Our future was hanging in the 
balance, and I do not believe I am overstating the 
obvious. I felt as strong about this as I felt prior to 
the 2016 election. Trust me, the outcome of  that 
election saved our nation from the complete 
destruction of life as we have known it since its 
founding. All I can say is, “Thank you Jesus!”
    So, what was this wonderful thing I experienced? 
Like many others I gave myself  to prayer, calling out 
for God to have mercy upon our nation and for 
justice to prevail. However, as you all know, if  prayer 
is not mixed with faith, it will leave us in great 
turmoil. When we pray, we often focus on our 
problem instead of God’s great faithfulness. I 
certainly must confess that far too often, I have 
been guilty of this.
   However, as I prayed about this very important 
moment in the history of  our country, something 
came up in my spirit and I found myself praying: 
“Thy will be  done on earth, as it is  in heaven.” 
As I prayed that over and over, a strong sense of 
peace filled my entire being. Yes, of course His 
will would be done on earth as it is  in heaven. 
He was, He is, and He always will be in total control. 
These foolish people were opposing God’s will for 
this nation and they had no chance of succeeding. 
The outcome had already been determined.
    I must tell you, I have never experienced anything 
quite like this before. There was such peace, there 
was such confidence, and there was total calm in 
the midst of  the storm. I fully believed I was viewing 
the things that were happening in my world even as 
God viewed them.
  So, what does all this have to do with 
Christmas? The issues each of us face take no 
break for the holidays. Our world is very messed up. 
Even now  those who oppose righteousness are 
planning their next assault on the values of  people 
like you and I. In addition to this, there are personal 
issues that we must deal with. Some face financial 

problems, while others may face health issues. Still 
others may be dealing with a loved one who has 
chosen to abandon their faith. The list goes on and 
on; it is endless. Merry Christmas!
    But just because we face very serious challenges 
does not mean we need to live in fear and 
frustration. This Christmas season I want to 
encourage you to allow yourself to once again 
remember that God is alive and well on planet 
earth. The devil has not taken control. No, not in 
even one area. He is defeated and he knows his 
days are nearing an end. God still has a people, 
and His will shall be done on this earth even as it is 
in heaven. Soon His kingdom will be established 
over all the earth.
    As I considered all these things, Psalm 2 came to 
my mind. No, it is not the story of Christmas. It does 
not speak of  a baby in a manger, a star, or 
shepherds watching their flocks by night. But it 
does tell us  that the baby in that manger was the 
King of God’s choice.

Psalm 2:1-7 (TLB)
“What fools the nations are to rage against the Lord! 
How  strange that men should try to outwit God! 2 
For a summit conference of  the nations has been 
called to plot against the Lord and his Messiah, 
Christ the King. 3 “Come, let us break his chains,” 
they say, “and free ourselves from all this slavery to 
God.” 4 But God in heaven merely laughs! He is 
amused by all their puny plans. 5 And then in fierce 
fury he rebukes them and fills them with fear. 6 For 
the Lord declares, “This is the King of my 
choice, and I have enthroned him in Jerusalem, 
my holy city.” 7 His chosen one replies, “I will 
reveal the everlasting purposes of God, for the Lord 
has said to me, ‘You are my Son. This is your 
Coronation Day. Today I am giving you your glory.’”

The psalm then concludes with these words in verse 
12:

“But oh, the joys 
of those who put their trust in him!”



                                                                              

A   M  I  N  U  T  E   W  I  T  H   M  I  S  S   L  I  N  D  A

 Anyone who 
has children or 
grandchi ldren 
7-12 years old 
has heard at 
least a thousand 
“knock knock” 
j o k e s . E v e n 
though knock 

knock jokes are totally ridiculous, kids that age seem 
to think they are the best stand-up comics on planet 
earth when they tell them. Maybe that is because us 
adults are always very careful to laugh at any jokes 
they tell, including knock knock jokes. It’s all great 
fun!
   However, did you know  there is a “knock knock” 
verse in the Bible, and it is not a joke?

Revelation 3:20 (TPT)
“Behold, I’m standing at the door, knocking. If  your 
heart is open to hear my voice and you open the 
door within, I will come in to you and feast with you, 
and you will feast with me.”

   Yes, this is a very serious thing. It is truly mind-
boggling to think that Jesus could come knocking on 
the door of  our heart, calling out, asking for 
permission to enter, but be completely ignored by 
those He wants to fellowship with. Who would be 

guilty of such a thing, and why would they do this? 
You may not like the answer, but nevertheless, it is 
true; we all at some time or another have been guilty 
of this.
   Some may object by saying that they have never 
ignored the Lord when He came knocking at their 
heart’s door, or asked for permission to come in and 
spend time with them. Yes, they may have never 
knowingly turned Him away, but is it possible that 
they were so busy that they never heard Him knock 
or never heard His voice?
   The scripture in Revelation 3 was written to the 
church at Laodicea. This was an actual church in 
Asia Minor. Jesus points out how  the church there 
had lost its first love and had strayed to the point that 
He was actually left standing on the outside trying to 
get the attention of someone who would let Him in. 
He also reveals how He views them.

Revelation 3:15-16 (TPT)
“I know  all that you do, and I know  that you are 
neither frozen in apathy nor fervent with passion. 
How  I wish you were either one or the other! 16 But 
because you are neither cold nor hot, but lukewarm, 
I am about to spit you from my mouth.”

We don’t tend to view  lukewarmness as a terrible 
sin. We certainly would not put it in the same 
category as adultery, homosexuality, or drunkenness.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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However, Jesus appears to disagree with us. He 
says He is about to “spit them out of His mouth.” 
The picture given is of  someone who drinks 
something that is so repulsive that their first 
response is to spit it out. He goes on to tell them 
how He views them.

Revelation 3:17 (TPT)
“For you claim, “I’m rich and getting richer—I don’t 
need a thing.” Yet you are clueless  that you’re 
miserable, poor, blind, barren, and naked!”

   Many Bible scholars believe that the Laodicean 
Church is a picture of  the church in the last days 
right before the return of  the Lord. If so, this is 
something every church leader needs to prayerfully 
consider. So few  churches today seem to be 
desperately dependent upon the Lord. They have 
their programs, their slick presentations, their 
beautiful buildings, and more and more, they have 
the approval of their world. Who needs the Lord? 
The words “you are  clueless” ought to fill their 
hearts with great concern.
    While Revelation 3 is presented as a letter to the 
church as a whole, we must never forget that this 
church was made up of many individuals who also 
had shut God out of their lives. This is a dangerous 
place to be and is something that can happen so 
easily. Life has a way of loading us down with so 
many things that we no longer have time, or feel a 
need to spend quiet time with the Lord. Because of 
this we all need to purposely set aside time to be 
still and listen to His voice. We need to make sure 
our Lord never finds Himself  on the outside trying to 
get our attention.
   Even today as I was busy doing laundry and 
cleaning, I felt the Lord had something to tell me. I 
decided to stop what I was doing and just listen. 
When I did, He brought to my mind how  sad I would 
be if our kids and grandkids ignored us and didn’t 
want to spend time with us.

    I can’t imagine how  He must feel when we shut 
Him out of  our lives. He loves us and wants to 
spend time with us and speak into our lives. He 
always gives us such good counsel and direction, 
no matter what situations we may be facing.
   This is the season of the year that puts more 
demands on our time, and stress on our lives, than 
any other. It can be overwhelming for many 
reasons. There are so many social events to 
attend, gifts to buy, extra financial pressures, and a 
multitude of  things that never seem to go as 
planned. Because of all these things, I want to 
encourage you to make sure Jesus is always at the 
center of your life and never has to come knocking.

KNOCK KNOCK...WHO’S THERE?

JESUS
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  For quite some time now  there has been a 
controversy surrounding all the new  versions of 
the Bible that have been published in the last 40 
years. There are now  over 50. In the past I shied 
away from this, not because I was afraid to 
address it, (you know  me better than that!), but 
rather because I felt that perhaps it was much ado 
about nothing. Or, put another way, maybe it was 
making a mountain out of a molehill.
  However, after observing a pastor use a new 
version to teach something that was false, and 
doing some research, I now  feel a word of  caution 
is in order. I feel this is what I would do if I were 
still pastoring. I will not attempt to refer to every 
new  version that has been published; to do so 
would require I write a book. Rather, I will limit my 
comments to the New International Version.
  The NIV was first published by Zondervan in 
1978. It was published to meet the need for a 
modern translation done by Bible scholars using 
the earliest, highest quality manuscripts available. 
It was equally important that the Bible be 
expressed in broadly understood modern English. 
As I saw  it, this was a win-win and soon this 
version became the one I often used.
  However, things have changed. In 1988 
HarperCollins bought Zondervan. HarperCollins is 
not a Christian publisher. They are a huge secular, 
multi-national corporation with over fifty billion 
dollars in assets. They are heavily involved in TV, 
movies, and anything else that allows them to 
make money. Certainly, their focus is vastly 
different than the focus Zondervan had when it first 
published the NIV. Here is where things take an 
ugly twist that you need to be aware of.
   In 2011 the NIV got its third revision. This version 
had many changes that deeply concerned me. 
There are 45 verses that have been completely left 

out of the text. Some of  them are totally removed, 
while others are moved to the bottom of the page 
and are now  only footnotes. This version also has 
removed thousands of words, and replaced others 
with a different word. (It should be noted that every 
new version of the Bible does this to some extent.)
Does this make the new  versions totally 
unacceptable? Not necessarily. Many times, the 
change in wording does not violate the intent of 
the writer; at other times it does. For me, this 
means that sometimes it should be a matter of 
great concern to us, but not so at other times. 
However, there is something else that, for me, is 
huge.
  The 2011 version of  the NIV almost perfectly 
mirrors the text found in the New  World 
Translation. Why is this such a problem? The New 
World Translation just happens to be the version of 
the Bible that is used exclusively by the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses cult. It was first published by the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society in 1961. Yes, they 
have their own Bible and because they do not 
believe in the Trinity, they have removed any 
reference to it. Likewise, the 2011 revision of the 
NIV has followed this error.
    This is huge and should be troubling to any who 
feel it is important to cling tenaciously to sound 
doctrine. We must never take the attitude that 
things like this don’t really matter. The reason they 
matter so much is that every truth contained in the 
Bible is interwoven into the whole. Try to pull one 
thread out and eventually the entire cloth will 
unravel. This is what makes many new 
translations so dangerous. They have not been 
written with the thought of  preserving sound 
doctrine, but rather with the thought of creating an 
easy-to-read book.

“WHAT ABOUT THE NEW VERSIONS?”

Continued Next Page



                                                                              

So, what are we to do with all this? There are 
those who would tell you that all modern 
translations are of  the devil and will certainly lead 
you straight to hell. I am not ready to join their 
ranks. I believe there is value in making versions of 
the Bible available that people find much more 
readable and understandable. However, caution 
must be exercised.

We are living in a time of great deception and 
because of this we must always be watchful. Every 
sermon you hear should be judged, and you should 
never give any pastor or teacher immunity from 
this. Many pastors are desperate for church growth 
and this has caused some to stray from sound 
doctrine. Often, they will use a new  version of the 
Bible to lend credibility to what they are teaching.

A good example of  this is a teaching Miss Linda 
and I heard earlier this year. A pastor was teaching 
about how  Jesus hung out with sinners and never 
judged them or condemned them. He used 
Matthew 9:13 as his text verse.

Matthew 9:13 (NIV)
“...For I have not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners.”

However, the version this pastor used 
completely left out two very important words: “to 
repentance.” (KJV) In doing this, he was free to 
teach something that was very inaccurate and he 
had 40 new  versions of  the Bible to choose from 
that would help him do so.

By now  you may be a bit confused by this 
article. On the one hand, I tell you of the dangers 
contained in the new  translations. But on the other, 
I tell you that I am not prepared to say that the King 
James is the only version you should use. Allow  me 
to give you some help.

First, I will tell you that you need to know  your 
Bible! (King James Version) Every scripture you 
hear taught should be checked against the KJV. If 
there is a discrepancy, what the KJV says must 
prevail. This can only be done if  you have a KJV, 
know  what it says, and are willing to check. When 
Miss Linda heard the pastor read Matthew  9:13, 
she immediately knew  something wasn’t right and 
pulled out her cell phone and checked to see what 
the verse said in the KJV. Just two deleted words 
exposed the error contained in what the pastor was 
teaching. Jesus didn’t just hang out with sinners 
like they were his best buddies, he got in their face 
about their sin and called them to repentance.

We all wish we didn’t have to be so vigilant, 
but it is what it is, and because of this we all need 
to know  what our Bible says and not allow 
ourselves to be tossed about by every new 
teaching that comes along. The biggest problem 
today is not all the new  versions of the Bible; the 
biggest problem is that people don’t know  what 
the KJV of the Bible teaches and therefore are not 
grounded upon the solid, time-tested doctrines of 
the church.

I want to show  you how  it should work. If you 
are ever sitting in a church service and hear 
someth ing taught tha t makes you fee l 
uncomfortable, (not because of  conviction, but 
because it just doesn’t sound right); go to your 
KJV of  the Bible and compare it with the version 
the pastor used. Are there words left out or 
changed that change the meaning of  the verse? 
Study other portions of  scripture. Remember, the 
Bible will never contradict itself. This is even more 
important than what version is being used. Be very 
slow to abandon what you have always believed.

We all want to think our church is a place of 
safety. Most are. But we must never forget...

2 Corinthians 11:13-14 (NIV)

“For such people are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14 
And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as 
an angel of light.”

Please note that I purposely used the NIV just 
to show  you that it is not all bad. I checked it 
against the KJV and found it to literally say the 
exact same thing.

So, let’s begin to wrap this up. I have basically 
said three things.

1. Every teaching should be judged by the 
King James Version of the Bible.

2. Every teaching should agree with everything 
else the Bible says on the subject. The Bible does 
not contradict itself no matter what the version.

3. No teacher or pastor should be given carte 
blanche approval. (Including me!)

The last thing I want to say is that every pastor 
who is committed to truth should welcome this 
type of  scrutiny. Any pastor who would tell you 
otherwise should not be trusted with your spiritual 
welfare or the spiritual welfare of your family. No 
exceptions!

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE TRUTH
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