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  This month we bring you Part 1 of  a series of 
articles that address an issue that we see 
growing in the church. It may be called a number 
of things, but the most used label is, “friendship 
evangelism.” I want to make it very clear that I 
believe in friendship evangelism. It is a good 
thing! In fact, it may be the most effective form of 
evangelism there is. But, if to be effective, it 
demands that the church change its message, 
then it is wrong. The church is then forced to 
abandon the true message of salvation.
  I also want you to be aware that on our website 
we are bringing you a message that ties in with 
this. Our, “Message of  the Month” is what I just 
shared at City Lights Church in Greeley. In this 
message I share how  today Christianity is being 
reshaped and redefined. I give a number of 
examples of things I have heard or read recently. 
Be sure and listen. You need to be aware of 
what is happening to the church.
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WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. At times it 
may make you feel uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to speak truth that will 

provide spiritual guidance for you and your family in a time of great spiritual darkness.                     
You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH! 

ERROR ALERT: “FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM”

In June I turned 75, and in July we celebrated our 
55th wedding anniversary. There are many things 
about growing old that are not pleasant, but there 
are also some great advantages to having spent 
three-quarters of a century observing how  life 
works. As I view  my world today, I realize that the 
opinions I have about what I am seeing have often 
been shaped by what I have seen and experienced 
in the past. Like it or not, that is how  it is. Because 
this is a newsletter article and not a book, I will 
focus on only one example of this.
In the past several years, we have seen a new 
method of evangelism emerge in the church world. I 
am quite sure every one of our readers have been 
exposed to it. Countless numbers of  sermons have 
been preached and books written that tout the 
merits of this new pattern of evangelism.
    Although it is presented in many different ways, 
the basic message is always the same. We are 
being told that we need to be more loving and 
accepting of  sinners. Apparently it is our lack of love 
and friendship that has kept them from coming to 
Christ. If we will just become their friends, and make 
our churches feel more welcoming to them, they will 
come to Christ. But will they?
   Without doubt, friendship evangelism can be very 
effective; I know  this from personal experience. 
However, there is also great potential for error 
connected to what is being taught. Already I have 
come across a graphic example of  this. A large 
church in the area posted this on Instagram: “The 
Christianly virtuous person is  not thinking about 
his or her own moral performance. He or she is 
thinking of Jesus Christ, and how  best to love 
the person next door.”
                              WHAT???
  This clearly illustrates the point I am trying to 
make. It appears this person is telling us that 
reaching the person next door is more important 
than living out our moral convictions. I ask you, can 
this be right? This example plainly shows us how 
friendship evangelism can lead to error. We must 

never ignore our moral convictions, even if it 
makes sinners feel uncomfortable. 
                            It is what it is!
   Scriptures that teach us that drunkenness is a sin 
will always make the alcoholic feel uncomfortable. 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery” will always make 
the adulterer feel uncomfortable around both our 
churches and us. For sure, what God’s word has to 
say about homosexuality must never be taught or 
mentioned because the homosexual community will 
not feel loved and accepted. Are you starting to 
understand the point I am trying to make? I will say 
it again...what the Bible  says about moral purity 
will always make sinners feel uncomfortable 
around us and our churches!
   Am I just trying to attach horns onto an angel? 
Consider this: The pastor of another church in our 
area recently publicly apologized for not making his 
church a place where homosexuals could feel 
welcome. I speak the truth - the only way he can 
change the perception gays have of  his church is to 
never again mention what the Bible says about 
homosexuality. There is no other way!
  We also need to remember that even if  we become 
their friends, and they start attending our churches, 
that does not make them right with God. How will 
they ever get right with God if we never tell them 
what God’s word says about their sin? They can’t 
and they won’t. So all we have actually done is to 
enable them to continue believing a lie. They are 
still lost, still in bondage to their sin, and still headed 
to an eternity without hope and without God. But 
now  they feel better about themselves because they 
attend church and have Christian friends.
   I trust that by now you are beginning to see 
how friendship evangelism can take a turn down 
a road no one intended it to go. Yes, the motives 
may be right. But if  the methods are wrong, it will fail 
to ever achieve the results well-meaning people are 
seeking.
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   But the spiritual carnage does not end with just 
sinners continuing in their sin; it gets worse...much 
worse.
                          Keep reading!
   One of  the most important things a church can do 
is help parents train their children in the way they 
should go. It is in our early years that our moral 
compass gets calibrated, and the moral values that 
guide our lives become established. Because we 
live in a world whose moral compass is broken, this 
task has become more important than ever before. 
Every day of  their lives, your children will be 
assaulted with an endless barrage of anti-god and 
anti-biblical rhetoric. 
      Good is called evil and evil is called good.
   I ask you, if your children are raised in a church 
that no longer teaches what the Bible has to say 
about moral purity, what chance do they have? 
Shouldn’t what they are taught at church mirror what 
they are being taught at home? And shouldn’t both 
agree with what we find in God’s word? If, in our 
effort to reach sinners, we avoid speaking truth 
and instead embrace sinners as  if they are OK, 
what message does that send to our children?
   Because I have lived 75 years, I can give you the 
answer to these questions. During my tenure on 
planet earth, I have seen two churches go down this 
path. In the name of love and tolerance, they 
embraced sinners who lived an openly gay lifestyle. 
They failed to teach what the Bible plainly has to say 
about the sin of homosexuality and how  God views 
homosexuals. In an effort to reach the gay 
community, they abandoned the  spiritual welfare 
of their children and the results were 
devastating!
  As time went on, many of  the youth in those 
churches also abandoned the traditional moral 
values set forth in God’s word and embraced a gay 
lifestyle. Then the parents of  those children voiced 
their approval by openly saying how  proud they 
were of them. After all, they had been taught the 
need to show  the sinner love and acceptance. While 
some may say this was the right call, I call it a total 
spiritual disaster.
   I know I will be accused of not loving sinners and   

teaching that we don’t need to love our neighbors. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. Love them! 
Eat with them! Fellowship with them! But if you 
truly love them, you will tell them the truth!

Zechariah 8:16 (ERV)
“But you must do this: Tell the truth to your 
neighbors....”

   I want to speak to parents. Your children need to 
be in a church that is not afraid to teach the truth. 
Yes, sinners will not feel comfortable. They 
shouldn’t. Yes, you and your church may be labeled 
as “unloving.” Who cares! The only thing that should 
really matter to you is that your children are getting 
a strong spiritual foundation that will withstand the 
storm of moral filth the world is currently 
experiencing. There are still churches and pastors 
who are willing to take a stand and are preaching 
the truth. Your children need to be in a church like 
that.
   Some parents foolishly declare that they are going 
to let their children establish their own set of moral 
values. This is ignorance and arrogance gone to 
seed. Do you honestly think that this is how  it will 
really work? Well, it won’t! I want you to know, there 
will be many others who will gladly try to implant 
their twisted values into the minds of your children. 
Parents, you need to do it right because you only 
get one chance.
   Yes, 75 years of  watching life unfold before my 
eyes has taught me many life lessons. One of 
those is  that error extrapolated, will eventually 
reveal truth. Take a wrong road and at first you may 
think you are still headed toward your destination. 
But go far enough down that road, and your mistake 
will be become painfully apparent. I fear that today 
some churches are taking the wrong road. No 
matter how  right they think their motives and 
methods are, time will reveal their error.
  I share this with you hoping you will be wise 
enough to receive it and allow  it to give you 
guidance. 

     After all, when it comes to your children, 
        you don’t want to learn the hard way.

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH
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A   M  I  N  U  T  E   W  I  T  H   M  I  S  S   L  I  N  D  A

 W h e n o u r 
chi ldren were 
very young, one 
o f o u r t h r e e 
would always 
say “My do it!” 
when faced with 
a task. It was 
a m a z i n g t o 

watch. This toddler thought they could do anything 
and everything by themselves and obviously didn’t 
want any help. To protect the innocent, I should tell 
you which one it was. But, to protect the guilty, I 
won’t. Isn’t that just like a mother?
   I am quite sure that some who are reading this feel 
like this same child is now  living in your house. Fear 
not, there is hope! I am happy to report that this 
toddler has grown into a fine adult who regularly 
seeks the counsel of both parents and others who 
possess knowledge and wisdom. Yes, it took many 
frustrating episodes before they learned to accept 
help, but eventually they started to understand how 
life works.
  Unfortunately, it seems that some never get it 
figured out. I am sure all of you have met them. My 
husband and I have a label for them; we call them 
KIAs - know  it alls. It doesn’t seem to matter what 
you may be talking about. They will be quick to tell 
you all about it and also give you unsolicited advice 
as to what you need to do.
   My husband tells the story of a fishing trip he was 
on where he met a KIA. He was in a boat with a 

friend who was a very successful commercial real 
estate broker. Also in the boat was the fishing guide - 
a.k.a. KIA. Not long into the day, the guide asked 
what each of them did for a living. For the next three 
hours, the KIA guide proceeded to tell my husband’s 
friend how  to run his business so he could make 
more money. I ask you, is something wrong with this 
picture?
   I truly believe one of  the worst places we can find 
ourselves in is to be a KIA. These people don’t seem 
to understand how  life is supposed to work. God has 
surrounded each of us with so many ways we can 
learn without making mistake after mistake. But KIA’s 
never seem willing to take advantage of  what is 
available to them. Even more amazing is that they 
don’t even appear to learn from their own mistakes! 
How  can this be? It is really quite simple: If you 
already know  it all, there is nothing you need to 
learn.
   If, at this point, you feel like I might be describing 
you, please allow  me to speak some wisdom into 
your life. You don’t need to live the rest of your life as 
a KIA.
   To be set free, you must start by recognizing pride 
as a stronghold in your life. This can be painful 
because when dealing with pride, you can’t blame 
anyone else but yourself. This is one thing KIAs 
hardly ever do. They will blame everyone else for 
their situation, but not themselves. They will blame 
their church, their co-workers, and their neighbors. 
They will even blame God.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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It can be the start of a whole new  life if a person 
like that can just humble themselves, repent, and 
p u r p o s e t o b e g i n s e e k i n g w i s d o m a n d 
understanding from outside themselves. When we 
reach this point, the first place to look is to the Lord.

Today, more than ever, we need to recognize our 
total dependency on the Lord. We need to seek the 
Lord in every decision of  life. Each month as I begin 
to write this short article for the newsletter, I ask the 
Lord, “What do you want me to write about this 
month?” Then I continue to ask what exactly should 
be said and what is best left unspoken. I think He 
delights in our dependence on Him.

Isaiah 42:16 (ERV)
“Then I will lead the blind along a path they 

never knew  to places where they have never been 
before. I will change darkness into light for them. I 
will make the rough ground smooth. I will do these 
things for them; I will not abandon my people.”

Growing up, I had great admiration for how  my 
Dad always sought the Lord whenever it was time to 
move our family. He worked for IBM, which we 
interpreted as “I Be Moved.” We moved from New 
Jersey to New  York to Minnesota, and eventually my 
siblings ended up in Kentucky. With each move, my 
dad would always tell us how  he was seeking the 
Lord’s guidance. Wherever we ended up going, 
there had to be a church that would be right for our 
family. Because he sought the Lord, all 10 of us 
served the Lord with several ending up in full-time 
ministry.

There is one more thing we all should learn to 
use that is of such great value. In addition to 
parents, teachers, and the Holy Spirit, we have the 
best “user’s manual” ever written about life. Our 
bibles give us instructions for every situation we 
face in life. My Bible is so precious to me.

Often times, it seems so easy to feel as if  we 
don’t need to read the instruction manual. Have you 
ever bought something that needed to be 
assembled and you started trying to put it together 
without reading the instruction manual? All of  a 

sudden, something wasn’t going quite right; it wasn’t 
coming together right. So now, after the fact, you got 
out the instruction manual only to realize you had 
skipped step 3, so now  step 9 couldn’t be 
completed. Oh, how  you wish you had followed the 
instructions from the beginning.

This is how  it is with life. We all face many 
difficult decisions which include who we marry, what 
school we attend, where we will work, and where we 
will attend church. That is why it is always best to go 
to the Lord and the instruction manual He has 
provided. We can avoid so much pain and 
heartache if  we will seek His help and the wisdom 
contained in His word.

I need to point out that this does not mean we 
should have a “I know  nothing, I can do nothing” 
opinion of ourselves. Philippians 4:13 puts this all in 
perspective.

Philippians 4:13 (AMP)
“I can do all things [which He has called me to 

do] through Him who strengthens and empowers me 
[to fulfill His purpose—I am self-sufficient in 
Christ’s sufficiency; I am ready for anything and 
equal to anything through Him who infuses me 
with inner strength and confident peace.]”

This is completely different than the “my do it” 
attitude of a toddler. This verse shows us that the 
end result of seeking the Lord’s help is to have an “I 
can do all things” attitude. Serving the Lord can be 
so exciting when we seek His help and are not bent 
on doing our own thing. In fact, life ends up going far 
beyond where it would have gone if we had a “my 
do it” attitude. We serve a wonderful God who 
knows and sees everything the future holds. Read 
the Book of  Proverbs to see what the Bible says 
about getting wisdom. It is an amazing book!

As strong-willed children, we all may have a KIA 
attitude, but we should outgrow  that. After all, you 
don’t want to end up being a smelly KIA fishing 
guide. Do you?

You can drive one, just don’t be one!

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE TRUTH

“My Do It!”
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Ezekiel 38:11-12 (NIRV)
“You will say... 12 ‘I will rob those people. I’ll steal 
everything they have. Then I’ll turn my attention to 
the destroyed houses where people are living 
again. They have returned there from other nations. 
Now  they are rich. They have plenty of  livestock 
and all kinds of  goods. They are living in Israel. It is 
the center of the earth.’”

   This is one of  those scriptures that just 100 years 
ago would have seemed like total foolishness to 
those reading it. The land of  Israel was one of the 
most barren, desolate places on the planet. No one 
living there would have been considered rich. 
Certainly there was nothing there worth fighting a 
war over. There was absolutely nothing there to 
plunder.
   My, how  things have changed! Today Israel has 
blossomed like a garden. She provides most of  the 
produce that sits on the dining tables in Europe. But 
her produce represents only a fraction of how  she is 
blessing the entire world. She also is a leader in the 
hi-tech world of computers, medical research, and 
aerospace engineering. Her need to defend herself 
has forced her to develop great military might. 
Today she is ranked as the 8th most powerful nation 
in the world. Her economy is one of  the strongest in 
the world. However, even as you read this, she is 
about to experience the greatest economic blessing 
of her entire 70-year history.
   Several years back, a large natural gas field was 
discovered off the coast of  Haifa. The field, named 
Tamar, is 1,700 meters (5,600 feet) under water and 
contains an estimated 10 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas. Back in March, this huge natural gas 
deposit began to be harvested. Nearby, the 
Leviathan field holds an estimated 18 trillion 
cubic feet. And below  the natural gas layer lies an 
oil reserve estimated at 1.5 billion barrels of crude 
oil.

  Without question, these discoveries are set to 
make a drastic impact on the Israeli economy and 
energy market. Until now, Israel has had to import 
98% of its natural gas needs and has been 
spending about $10 billion a year on it. There is no 
possible way to overstate the long-term financial 
impact this discovery will have on the nation of 
Israel. This is a game-changer!
   Suddenly Ezekiel 38:12 makes a lot of  sense. 
Such wealth has made Israel a tempting target for 
many whose own economies are struggling. But 
they need to beware. If  things Ezekiel wrote in 
verse 12 have become a possibility, would it not be 
wisdom to recognize that the warning he gives in 
verses 22-23 should also be considered? This is not 
rocket science!

Ezekiel 38:19;22-23 (NIRV)
“At that time my burning anger will blaze out at you. 
There will be a great earthquake in the land of 
Israel. 22 I will judge you. I will send a plague 
against you. A lot of  blood will be spilled. I will send 
heavy rain, hailstones and burning sulfur down to 
the earth. They will fall on you and your troops. 
They will also come down on the many nations that 
are helping you. 23 That will show  how  great and 
holy I am. I will make myself known to many 
nations. Then they will know that I am the Lord.”  

   When verse 12 comes to pass, so shall verses 
22-23. You can count on it! Just as sure as the 
discovery of natural gas and crude oil was a game-
changer financially, so shall this great war be a 
game-changer spiritually. This is why I continue to 
keep your attention focused on what is happening in 
Syria with the military build up of Iran and Russia. I 
have never been more excited about anything I 
have seen.

           This will be a game-changer!

“To The Victor Go The Spoils”


