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God has a great plan for each of us. It is a 
plan that includes His best blessings and fills us 
with joy and peace. This is what He told Jeremiah.

 
Jeremiah 29:11 New International Version 

“For I know  the plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

In spite of  this, there are many who struggle to 
find His plan. This month we start a two-part 
series that will help you find God’s best for your 
life. We know  this works because we have lived it 
and experienced it. 

God is a faithful God who keeps His promises,      
and you can trust Him with your life. 

 “TRUTH”A SURE WORD        
FOR TODAY
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WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. At times it 
may make you feel uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to speak truth that will 

provide spiritual guidance for you and your family in a time of great spiritual darkness.                     
You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH! 

FEATURE ARTICLE: “Finding God’s Best”

If there is one thing the last 77 years has taught 
me, it is that God is a good God who loves to bless 
His children. Those who think otherwise simply do 
not know  Him or His Word. Many times, Miss Linda 
and I have stood in awe and amazement as the 
blessings of  God were poured out on our lives; 
blessings that included both spiritual and material 
things. Often these were things we never sought 
and felt we didn’t deserve; yet God supplied them 
abundantly. 

As I thought about this, I was reminded that 
God never picks favorites. He desires to pour His 
blessings out on all His children, but why doesn’t 
He? I am convinced there are heart issues that must 
be dealt with. In this article I want to give you some 
guidance with these issues because I want you to 
find God’s best for your life. 

I will start by reminding you that there are great 
dangers connected to wealth and material 
possessions. 
1 Timothy 6:9 Good News Translation 

“But those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and are caught in the trap of  many 
foolish and harmful desires, which pull them down to 
ruin and destruction.” 

I find it curious that in spite of this, God 
promised wealth to His people. In Deuteronomy 28 
God says He will pour out His blessing on His 
people in the areas of their crops, their cattle, their 
flocks, their children, and their storehouses. He 
went on to say their blessings would be so great 
that they would never need to borrow, and any who 
observed them would easily be able to see that they 
were blessed by God. 

This left me with the task of  trying to reconcile 
two things that seemed to oppose each other, both 
of which were clearly anchored in Scripture. I could 
not deny the truth of  1 Timothy 6:9 because I had 
seen its reality demonstrated many times in 
people’s lives. Nor could I reject scriptures like 
Deuteronomy 28. After much study I found my 
answer in Matthew 6. 
Matthew 6:33 King James Version 

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” 

This is the verse Pastor Steve Anderson chose 
as the theme verse for the Men’s Ministry at Rez. I 
loved it because it spoke to the issues men face 
better than any other verse in the Bible. Both men 
and women have a desire to succeed and live a 
blessed life. But it seems to me that men are 
more driven than women, and this is why this verse 
was perfect for our men’s ministry. 

The word “added” holds the key to 
understanding what Jesus was saying. This word 
comes from the Greek word “prostithemi” from 
which we get our English word “prosthetic.” It 
simply means "to add.” Where things get very 
interesting is when you look at the last half of that 
Greek word. Here we learn that we can attempt to 
gain wealth and material possessions in more than 
one way. Strong’s dictionary reads: 5087 (tithemi) 
“In the widest application, literally and figuratively; 
properly, in a passive or horizontal posture, and 
thus different from 2476, which denotes an upright 
and active position, and 2749, which is reflexive 
and utterly prostrate.”

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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This Greek study reveals that when it comes 
to having material things added to our lives, there 
are three options we can choose: 

We can take a passive posture. (Matthew 
6:33) 

We can be very active in making it happen by 
our own efforts. (Good luck with that!) 

We can lay back and do nothing. We will just 
trust God. 

Even though the last option sounds very 
spiritual, it is not the Greek word Jesus used. God 
does not bless laziness, and faith without works is 
dead. The second option is what most people 
choose. Unfortunately, it too is the wrong choice 
because it fails to recognize our need for 
God’s blessing to rest upon the work of our hands. 
No matter how  hard we work, it will not result in 
Matthew  6:33 becoming a reality in our lives. We 
may acquire wealth, but we will not experience 
Matthew 6:33. 

The first option is the one Jesus said was 
right, but what does that look like in everyday life? 
Let’s cut to the chase -- it means that making Jesus 
the Lord of our life is to be our first priority; and that 
involves being totally committed to hearing His 
voice and doing what He tells us. This is supposed 
to be more important to us than all the money in the 
world. Then, and then only, will God bless us 
and add the material possessions He has 
promised. 

Even though this is very simple, it is not easy 
to put into practice because the Bible tells us our 
hearts are desperately wicked and lie to us. On the 
surface we try to convince ourselves that we only 
want the kingdom of  God established. But, if we 
look deeper, we may find a root of selfish greed for 
material things (i.e. give to get). And because God 
looks on the heart, He will withhold His blessings 
lest we be destroyed. We can never fool Him. 

So, what are we to do? I believe the answer is 
found in the “what if’s” of life. What if  I live my entire 
life with almost nothing, but delight in doing His will; 
will I still be happy and love God just the same? 

What if  I never acquire great riches; can I truly say 
that my greatest joy comes from surrendering my life 
to Jesus? Are you starting to get the idea? 

These things are difficult to see when you are 
young, but come into sharp focus as you get older. 
As Miss Linda and I look back on our lives, we can 
truthfully say that we have seen Matthew  6:33 at 
work. The things God has given us were never things 
we sought. Many pastors seek a big church and the 
fame that comes with it, but that was never in our 
hearts. The thing we desired above all else was to be 
pleasing to our Lord and willing to do whatever He 
asked of us (i.e. Resurrection Christian School). 

This is also why I was able to boldly take a 
stand against the things in society that were contrary 
to God’s Word. It did not matter to me if  what I said 
offended those who embraced these evil practices. 
Some people say I was fearless, but that was not 
the case. If they could have looked deep into my 
heart, they would have seen it was filled with fear -- 
the fear of  the Lord. I was not afraid of man, but I was 
afraid of not pleasing my Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ. I was afraid of trying to do anything 
without His blessing. And guess what, He did 
everything He said He would do. In fact, He did more 
than I could have ever imagined and certainly more 
than I ever asked. 

If you truly want to find God’s best, I encourage 
you to begin seeking the rule of God in your life. In 
Matthew  6:33 the verb Jesus used when He told us 
to “seek” was in the present imperative tense. This 
means He was telling us to make this an ongoing and 
continuous thing we do both today and every day in 
the future. Making Jesus the Lord of your life and 
living totally submitted to Him should be the first 
priority we have. Wealth without the lordship of Jesus 
will only result in a 1 Timothy 6:9 experience. I have 
never envied those who live like this, because I 
promise you, what they have is not God’s best. They 
are just poor rich people. 

    Seek first the kingdom of God!

Continued Next Month

“Finding God’s Best”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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A   M  I  N  U  T  E   W  I  T  H   M  I  S  S   L  I  N  D  A

S e v e r a l y e a r s 
ago, we took a 
“ P a r a d e o f 
Homes” tour and 
i n o n e o f  t h e 
homes we viewed 
w a s a l a r g e 
window  facing the 
mountains. Above 
the window  there 
was a scripture 

painted on the wall. 

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help.” Psalm 121:1 

I remember how  impressed I was by this. 
Obviously, people of  faith who weren’t ashamed to 
let others know  that they depended on the Lord for 
His help owned this home. I have always believed 
the walls of  our homes should reflect our faith. At our 
home in the mountains, we have a chalkboard that 
says, “Thank God for Har Shalom.” It means so 
much more to us now than it did before the fire. 

A good Bible study of Psalm 121:1 would note 
that what was painted on their wall also needed 
verses 2-3, and that the context in which they were 
written must also be studied if we are to really 
understand what is being said. 

Believe it or not, some people will take that 
small portion of  Scripture and end up thinking that 
God is telling them the mountains are to be their 
source of  help and strength. As my husband would 
say, “How  dumb can you be and still breathe?” No 
one loves the mountains and streams of Colorado 
more than John and I. We love to hike to remote 
lakes in high places where the streams first start 
their journey to the sea. But the mountains we enjoy 
will never replace our God. 

About 15 years ago we encountered a man 
who told us with great pride that going to the 
mountains and sitting by a stream did more for him 
than going to church. He knew  we were pastors and 
obviously felt we should know  that he didn’t need 
church. Maybe, but I know  for sure he needed Jesus, 
and the water from a thousand streams were not 
enough to wash his sins away. He has since passed 
into eternity and by now  knows that what I said is 
true. All the streams in the world could not save him. 
He needed Jesus. 

So, what does the last half of verse 1 say and 
what do verses 2-3 say? 
Psalm 121:1-3 The Message 
“I look up to the mountains; does my strength come 
from mountains? 
2 No, my strength comes from God, who made 
heaven, and earth, and mountains. 
3 He won’t let you stumble, your Guardian God won’t 
fall asleep.”

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

“My Help Comes From The Lord”

PAGE 4



                                                                              

This Psalm was written for pilgrims to sing as 
they journeyed up to Jerusalem to worship the one 
and true living God. The only reason they were 
looking to the mountains was because the temple of 
God was there. It was there they encountered the 
presence of  the One they looked to for help during 
very difficult times. The Message translation of 
verses 1-2 shows this very clearly. 

We live in perilous times and because of  this we 
must learn to look to the Lord for His help. Anything 
else we place our trust in can be taken from us in a 
moment of time; here today and gone tomorrow. But 
our God is eternal and His faithfulness is never-
ending. We need not fear, because God who made 
the mountains is in control and He is our “Help!” 
Sometimes it may seem like there are no answers, 
but one thing has not changed, “Our help is from the 
Lord!” 

Many things in our world are so troubling, and 
because of  this our hearts may feel troubled. If  that 
is where you are, I want to encourage you to cry out 
to the Lord for His help. I have done this many times 
and He has never failed me. With God nothing is 
impossible. The help He gives may not always look 
like what we expect, but we can trust Him and know 
for sure that He will never abandon us or fail us. And 
above all remember verse 3. 

Psalm 121:3 The Voice 
“He holds you firmly in place; He will not let you 

fall. He who keeps you will never take His eyes off 
you and never drift off to sleep.”

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE TRUTH

“My Help Comes From The Lord”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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P R O P H E C Y  U P D A T E
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“DAYS OF DECEPTION”

Finding material for my Prophecy Update can 
be a real challenge. There are always things 
happening in the Middle East that I know  are a part 
of end time events, but I don’t want to sound like a 
broken record and repeat the same thing month 
after month. I have also purposed in my heart to 
never take a current event and try to force it to fit 
the mold which resembles what I think  end time 
events should look like. Far too many prophecy 
teachers have been guilty of this exact thing. 

Because of  that, I sometimes find myself 
searching the internet for material I can use for this 
column. Such was the case this month. I wanted 
something that was current, and without a doubt 
was a fulfillment of Bible prophecy. It also had to be 
something I had not written about in the last few 
months. I felt impressed to look at what was being 
posted about the return of Jesus, and also what 
Jewish websites were saying about the coming of 
the Messiah. What I found was an amazing 
display of a deception Jesus prophesied would 
happen! 

I can’t possibly share all I found, so I will limit 
this to the most egregious examples. I was shocked 
to find a guy who claims Jesus has already 
returned and that he is the one. He says he found 
out his identity at a Denny’s restaurant when an 
angel visited him and gave him the message. You 
may laugh, but be careful: Just because you would 
never follow  a wack job like this does not mean you 
are free from deception. There are other deceptions 
just as deadly. 

I speak of those who give no thought to the 
possibility that Jesus could return very soon. In 
most churches there is very little being said about 
the danger of  this deception. When is the last time 
you heard a message in your church that totally 
focused on this subject? How  can pastors honestly 
believe we are living in the season of  the return of 
Jesus, and yet not warn us to prepare for this great 

event? These are questions that beg an answer 
and I find it hard not to call out this deception. 

When we look into the Jewish world, we also 
find great deception. Jews do not believe in Jesus 
and therefore are not looking for His return, but 
many believe very strongly that Messiah is soon to 
appear. In fact, some say he is already here, while 
others say he will reveal himself  in the next two 
years. Once again, we see the same type of 
deception. 

But what gives me the right to accuse any who 
say these things of being in deception? Could they 
be right? I will let Jesus answer those questions. 
Matthew 24:23-26; 44 TPT 

“And you will hear reports from some, saying, 
‘Look, he has returned,’ ‘The Messiah is over here,’ 
or ‘The Messiah is over there!’ Don’t believe  it. 24 
For there will be imposters falsely claiming to be 
God’s ‘Anointed One,’ and false prophets will arise 
to perform miracle signs to lead astray, if possible, 
those God has chosen to be his. 

25 Remember this, for I prophesy it will 
happen! 26 So if  someone says to you, ‘Look, the 
Anointed One has returned! He’s in the desert,’ 
don’t go chasing after him. Or if they say to you, 
‘Look, he’s here in our house,’ don’t believe it.” 

             (No comment needed.) 
44 “So always be ready, alert, and prepared, 

because at an hour when you’re not expecting him, 
the Son of Man will come.” 

So, as you can see, whether you are a 
Christian or an Orthodox Jew, there is deception 
you must avoid. Over and over in Matthew  24, 
Jesus warned us about deception. The only 
defense we have is knowing God’s Word and 
having an intimate relationship with Him. Yes, 
Jesus is going to return, but He is not telling 
anyone when that will be. All He has ever said is to:

 
     “Know the season, and be ready.”


