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 Last month we had a record number of new 
subscribers. We thank the Lord for this, but also 
want to thank Pastors Kurt & Emily Chamberlain 
and City Lights Church in Greeley for allowing us 
to share our website and Truth Newsletter with 
their congregation. They have a great church and 
are doing a tremendous job caring for the sheep 
God has entrusted to them. We thank them all for 
making us feel so welcomed and honored.
  The message I gave there sounded an alarm 
concerning the direction so many churches have 
taken today. Because I felt this message was so 
important, I made it the “Message of the Month” 
on the website. I am going to leave it on for 
October as well. If you have not yet heard it, I 
encourage you to go the website and listen.
   As with everything on our website, there is no 
charge for listening or downloading our material. 
We thank each one of you who have enabled us 
to do this by your faithful donations.
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WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. At times it 
may make you feel uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to speak truth that will 

provide spiritual guidance for you and your family in a time of great spiritual darkness.                     
You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH! 

ERROR ALERT: “You Must Not Judge!”

  Last month I did something I have not done before; 
l issued an “error alert.”  In it I spoke of  possible 
dangers contained in “friendship evangelism.” 
Because this is an issue that is multifaceted, this 
month I will address another one of those facets. 
But first, a very quick review.
   In September I pointed out that if our churches are 
to be welcoming places where sinners can feel 
comfortable, the truth contained in God’s word 
concerning sin can never be preached. Why? The 
truth about sin will always make sinners 
uncomfortable. My logic is flawless, and I 
challenge anyone to prove me wrong.
  This month I want to show  you another way 
friendship evangelism can potentially lead 
people astray. I have heard this taught so often that 
I feel it necessary to expose it as error. The thing 
that makes it so dangerous is that on the surface, it 
looks and sounds so good. However, as with all 
error, it contains some truth, but then twists that 
truth to make it support error. I want to show  you 
how it works.
  The teaching I refer to says that we cannot 
become friends of sinners if we are judging them. 
None of us are perfect, and therefore we should 
never judge others. We all have flaws and we all 
need improvement in many areas of  our lives. We 
all are a work in progress. (Some of this is true.) 
To add credibility to what they are saying, some 
pastors use themselves as examples. Without going 
into any detail, they confess to their congregations 
that they are personally all messed up. I am not 
sure how  this fits with what Paul wrote to a young 
preacher named Timothy.

1 Timothy 4:12 (ICB)
“...Be an example to show the believers how 
they should live. Show  them with your words, with 
the way you live, with your love, with your faith, and 
with your pure life.”

  Perhaps the pastors who are telling us how 
messed up their lives are could explain how  that fits 
with 1 Timothy 4:12.
   So, is this teaching truth or error? Is it wrong to 
judge the things we see and hear today as sin? One 
pastor even went so far as to say, “If you label them, 
you don’t love them.” True or false? If a believer 
labels something as sin, are they being judgmental, 
unloving, and unchristlike? I want you to see that if 
churches are  to be a place where sinners can 
feel comfortable and welcome, this teaching 
must be embraced. Absolutely no one must be 
allowed to judge the sinner, or his or her sin. But 
then what are we to do with what Paul writes in 1 
Corinthians 2:15-16?

1 Corinthians 2:15-16 (AMP)
“But the spiritual man [the spiritually mature 
Christian] judges all things  [questions, examines 
and applies what the Holy Spirit reveals], yet is 
himself  judged by no one [the unbeliever cannot 
judge and understand the believer’s spiritual 
nature]. 16 For who has known the mind and 
purposes of  the Lord, so as to instruct Him? But we 
have the mind of Christ [to be  guided by His 
thoughts and purposes].”

  Obviously, these verses tell us something very 
different than what some are teaching today. In fact, 
these verses tell us to do just the opposite of what 
we are hearing in so many churches.
  All of this makes me wonder if these people 
understand anything at all about how  a person 
comes to faith in Christ. If a man or woman is to 
come to Christ, the first thing they must do is 
come into agreement with God concerning their 
sin. Sin is unacceptable to God, and if we are ever 
to come to a saving knowledge of  Jesus Christ and 
His death on the cross, i t must become 
unacceptable to us. I know  that is deep, but try to 
wrap your head around it!
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   In our eyes, our sin must become a big issue; big 
enough that it causes us to run to the cross and cry 
out for forgiveness. No longer can we ever view  sin 
the same. John Osteen, who was my mentor, used 
to say, “Getting saved will ruin you for sinning.” 
Does this mean the believer will never sin or be 
tempted to sin? Of course not! The believer will be 
tempted and will sin, but the believer will never 
again see their sin as being OK.
  Those who tell us not to judge fail to understand 
who we are in Christ. They fail to understand the 
marvelous transformation that has occurred on the 
inside. I am a blood-bought, born-again believer 
who has come into agreement with God concerning 
my sin, has repented, and now  has the Holy Spirit 
living inside of me. Because I have His Word and 
His Spirit, I also have the mind of Christ and am 
capable of judging what is both acceptable  and 
unacceptable to God.
  Do not tell me that I am no different than the 
sinner who says that their sin is OK. Do not tell me I 
am wrong to boldly declare that sin is evil. For me, 
not to judge sin would be to deny everything God 
has done for me. I would no longer be living as a 
“new  creature” in Christ, would no longer be 
acknowledging the voice of  the Holy Spirit, and in 
fact, I would have to quench His voice!
    Perhaps now  you can understand why you feel 
so conflicted when you hear a teaching that tells 
you never to judge. You must judge; you have no 
choice! If you have the mind of  Christ, you cannot 
help but judge. You now  view  sin the same way 
God views it. It matters not if  it is your own sin or 
the sin of someone else. Sin is sin and should be 
as unacceptable to each of us as it is to God.
  About now  I can hear the screams of protest 
coming from those who believe that sinners will 
come to Christ if we will just stop judging them, and 
instead, make them feel welcome in our churches. I 
grow  so weary of hearing them point out that Jesus 
never condemned the woman caught in the very 
act of  adultery. REALLY?? Once again, false 
teachers conveniently avoid anything that does not 
agree with their teaching.

John 8:11 (NIV)
“...Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. 
“Go now and leave your life of sin.”

  Yes, He did not condemn her, but He did condemn 
her sinful lifestyle and tell her to change. Why are 
preachers today afraid to tell sinners to leave their life 
of sin? Why do they spend more time condemning 
Christians who dare to call out sin and take a stand for 
righteousness? It is all backwards!
  It is important that I tell you that not all who are 
teaching us to never stand in judgment are part of 
some nefarious plot to purposely deceive Christians. 
Some are just trying to correct a problem in their 
church that really needs to be corrected. But they 
need to be very careful to balance what they are 
teaching, or their congregants will be left vulnerable to 
a horrible, false teaching that has been loosed against 
the church today.
  Truly, today we are living in the days spoken of  in the 
scriptures. The great falling away is upon us. The time 
prophesied when men would not tolerate sound 
doctrine has arrived. The day when good is called evil 
and evil is called good is now.

Isaiah 60:2 (AMP)
“For in fact, darkness will cover the earth
And deep darkness will cover the peoples;…"

  Yes, we are living in the days foretold in Scripture. 
But I have some very good news; the day of Christ’s 
return is getting very near! In his letter to Titus, Paul 
tells us exactly how  we need to live as we wait for the 
return of Jesus.

Titus 2:12-13 (NIRV)
  “His grace teaches us to say no to godless ways 
and sinful desires. We must control ourselves. We 
must do what is right. We must lead godly lives in 
today’s world. 13 That’s how  we should live as we 
wait for the blessed hope God has given us. We are 
waiting for Jesus Christ to appear in his glory. He is 
our great God and Savior.”

AND THAT MY FRIENDS
 IS THE TRUTH

“You Must Not Judge!”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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A   M  I  N  U  T  E   W  I  T  H   M  I  S  S   L  I  N  D  A

  Right after we 
first moved to 
Loveland, we 
were invited to 
have dinner with 
a fami ly that 
a t t ended ou r 
c h u r c h . T h i s 
f a m i l y h a d 

several natural born children, and had also reached 
out to adopt children who were in some very bad 
situations. Because of  their kindness, they now 
found themselves with a very large family. My 
husband and I were very curious as to how  this all 
worked. We soon found out. No sooner had we 
arrived at their home than we noticed a poster on the 
fridge that read, “This is not Burger King, you 
don’t get it your way.”
   Unfortunately, too few  are brought up to think like 
this today. We live in a time when everyone wants to 
have it their way, and many even feel they are 
entitled to have it their way. This self-centered 
attitude can also be seen in the belief  system of 
some Christians. Much of what they believe seems 
to be focused on, and centered around, how  they 
can get God to do what they want Him to do. It 
appears to me that sometimes this can border on the 
ridiculous.
   The truth is, in life, we don’t always get things our 
way. This is how  life works, and how  we deal with 
this reality will ultimately determine our level of  joy 
and happiness. So how  should we react when life 
takes us down a road we really weren’t expecting 

and really don’t want to travel? The answer is very 
simple: We must cultivate a consistent, constant 
attitude of  praise to God for all the many blessings 
He has poured upon our lives.
  This may sound simple, but believe me, it’s not. 
There are so many things that can keep us from 
living praise-filled lives. A list would include (but not 
be limited to) the everyday pressures of life, 
unexpected difficult circumstances, unrealized 
ambitions, bitterness, or just plain old-fashioned 
neglect.
   These are the obvious things we need to be aware 
of, but there is something else that may not be as 
obvious. It can happen when things are going 
exceptionally well for us, and we tend to forget that 
all our blessings come from God. This is when we 
need to stop and remind ourselves that everything 
we have, including the breath in our lungs, comes as 
a blessing from God.
   I guess what I am trying to say is that praise needs 
to be cultivated until it becomes a daily part of our 
lives. There are so many scriptures that tell us this, 
but one of my favorites is Philippians 4:6.

Philippians 4:6 (NLT)
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 
him for all he has done.”

   This verse gives us one of the greatest keys to a 
happy, joyful life. Every prayer should be 
accompanied with thanksgiving.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

“PRAYER + PRAISE = VICTORY”
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Why does God give us an admonition like this? 
The answer reveals God’s great wisdom. Prayer 
tends to cause us to focus on our problems; 
needless to say, this is not how  to live our lives. But 
if we add praise into the mix, everything changes. 
Praise for the past gives us faith for the future. 
We are now  focused on God’s faithfulness and 
because of this, our faith and joy is increased.

But let’s be honest; sometimes we just don’t feel 
like praising. We know  we are supposed to and that 
it helps us in so many ways, but it just isn’t flowing 
out of  us spontaneously. What do we do then? To be 
honest, I have been there many times. What have I 
done? I have forced myself to praise. Yes, it is 
wonderful when praise naturally flows out of  us like 
a river, but we must learn to be praisers even when 
it’s not like that.

Fourteen years ago, I had a macular hole in my 
right eye and had surgery that forced me to lay face 
down, 24/7, for two weeks. During that time, I had to 
obey doctor’s orders and was warned that if  I didn’t 
lie with my face down, I would go blind in my right 
eye. The only way I got through that was to force 
myself  to praise the Lord. (Instead of  lifting my 
hands, I praised with my hands hanging down.)

This summer the same eye began to give me 
problems and my eye doctor once again 
recommended surgery. This was not a major 
surgery like the time before, but still, I was not 
prepared for what I was going to look like right after 
surgery. My husband said I looked like a character 
right out of a zombie apocalypse movie. He is a 
wonderful caregiver, but oh, he teases me without 
mercy. I wasn’t about to post a FB photo or let 
anyone see how  awful I looked and felt. As I am 
writing this, I can truthfully say that in both 
situations, I knew  I had to continue to praise the 
Lord in spite of how  I looked and felt. It was my key 
to victory.

This is how  life works. We will all experience 
things that will not cause praise to rise up within us. 
We must learn to praise Him anyway. I repeat, it is 
our greatest key to victory.

There are 150 references to praise in the book 
of Psalms, but my favorite is Psalms 34:1. David 
wrote this psalm at a time in his life when the 
Philistines had captured him. In this horrible 
situation he wrote these words:

Psalms 34:1 (AMP)
“I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall 

continually be in my mouth.”

David did exactly what he wrote, and it so 
stunned his captors that they thought he had gone 
insane and drove him out of the camp. His praise in 
a bad situation brought him his freedom. I can’t help 
but wonder if our praise today, in the face of difficult 
situations, would do the same for us.

I would like to end by telling you what my 
husband and I do every day so we are not just 
continually asking, but also praising. We start our 
morning by giving thanks for all the blessings God 
has given us. Then at night we take turns praying, 
and once again start by thanking and praising Him 
before we submit to Him our needs and the needs of 
others who we are praying for.

We are firm believers that before we ask for 
anything, we should fill our mouths with His praise. It 
is so much easier to ask in faith believing, when we 
have just finished recalling all His goodness and 
faithfulness.

Psalm 145:1-4 (KJV)

“I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless 
thy name forever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise 
thy name for ever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
and his greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation shall praise thy works to 
another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.”

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE TRUTH

“PRAYER + PRAISE = VICTORY”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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P R O P H E C Y  U P D A T E
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“You Will Be Like a Cloud” 

Ezekiel 38:9 (CSB)

“You, all of your troops, and many peoples with 
you will advance, coming like a thunderstorm; you 
will be like a cloud covering the land.”

  One of my professors in college once said, 
“Always interpret the Bible literally unless the 
text demands that you interpret it as 
symbolic.” My study of the Bible has shown me 
that the vast majority of the time, a literal 
interpretation should be made. I could give many 
illustrations to show  how  we fall into error when 
we view scriptures as using symbolic language.
  However, when it comes to Bible prophecy, 
symbolic language is often used. There is no other 
way we can look at it. A good example would be 
the “beasts” that are described in both Daniel and 
Revelation. Obviously, these speak symbolically of 
world empires and rulers. There is just no other 
way to interpret it.
    Another prophetic portion that uses symbolism 
is found in Ezekiel 38. Verse 9 speaks of Israel’s 
enemies coming against her “like a cloud.” Most 
likely this is symbolic language. But if  it is, then 
what literal event does it refer to?
  Recently, both Iran and her proxy, Hezbollah, 
have become very vocal about their intentions to 
completely destroy Israel. Hezbollah leader, 
Hassan Nasrallah, has warned, “There will be no 
place that is out of  reach of the rockets of the 
resistance or the boots of the resistance fighters.”
 Meanwhile, Hossein Salami, the vice commander 
of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard, recently gave a 
speech full of  threats aimed directly at Israel. “The 
Islamic Revolution created a mighty power 
called Hezbollah, that today, has over 100,000 
missiles ready for launch,” 

Salami said. “The Zionist regime (Israel) has no 
strategic-defensive depth, and in some places, the 
breadth of this regime is barely 34 km, and it will 
take only one Jerusalem operation to destroy it. 
Today an international Islamic army has been 
formed in Syria, and the voices of  the Muslims are 
heard near the Golan.” Salami went on to say, 
“Orders are  awaited, so that the eradication of 
the evil regime [Israel] will be ended for good.”
  In his speech, Salami also identified the 
Palestinians as one of  Iran’s primary allies. “Once, 
the  Palestinians fought with stones and 
slingshots, but today they are armed with 
missiles,” Salami said. “Every Israeli site is 
today under fire from the missile launchers.”
   We need to remember that Ezekiel would have 
had no way to describe what God showed him 
except to say it was as “a cloud.” But how  massive 
would it need to be to qualify as a cloud? Would 
not over 100,000 missiles qualify as a cloud?
   Yes, I have no doubt they are waiting for Tehran 
to give the orders. However, they fail to realize that 
the final orders will come from heaven!

Ezekiel 38:18-19; 21-22 (MSG)
“...And when the day comes Gog, you will attack 
that land of Israel. My raging anger will erupt. 
Fueled by blazing jealousy... I’ll order all-out war 
against you... on all the mountains of Israel. I’ll 
deluge Gog with judgment: disease and massacre, 
torrential rain and hail, volcanic lava pouring down 
on you and your mobs of troops and people.”

  I have learned that when the news starts to sound 
like something straight out of the Bible, get ready...

   Things are going to get very exciting!


