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   We want to thank all who wrote to us concerning 
our new  website design. Everyone seems to be 
really enjoying the bright, new  design. One of  the 
neat things about it is that every month we can 
change the background photo to reflect the 
seasons. You will want to check it out! 
  That brings us back to the subject of each of you 
subscribing. Every month we have far more views 
than we have subscribers. It has become obvious 
that hundreds of people do not feel a need to 
subscribe. Allow us to convince you otherwise. 
  Each month our subscribers get an email from 
us with a thumbnail sketch of what that month’s 
newsletter has to offer. In addition to this, they are 
given a link to at least six additional photos they 
can enjoy. They don’t have to worry about 
forgetting and missing a month; we remind them. 
They don’t have to worry about getting 
bombarded every day with emails from us. We 
only send one or two per month. 

Do yourself a favor and subscribe now. 
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WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. At times it 
may make you feel uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to speak truth that will 

provide spiritual guidance for you and your family in a time of great spiritual darkness.                     
You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH! 

“THE KEY TO A HAPPY MARRIAGE”
           PART 1

  There are some days in our lives that we never 
seem to forget. They may have happened 50 years 
ago, but are as clear in our minds as if  they 
happened just yesterday. On my list would be the 
day John F. Kennedy was assassinated; the day my 
parents went home to be with Jesus; the day we got 
our daughter, Trina, at the Nebraska Children's 
Home; and the birth of  our other two children. All of 
these I shall never forget. 
  However, the one day that stands out above the 
rest is July 6, 1963; the day Miss Linda and I got 
married. I can still vividly remember seeing her enter 
the sanctuary on the arm of her father. There are no 
words that can express the flood of emotions that 
rose inside as I watched her come down the aisle. 
At that moment, I was overcome with the realization 
that this beautiful creature was soon going to be 
mine for the rest of my life. You don’t ever forget a 
moment like that. 
  I won’t try to make you believe that from day one 
we had the perfect marriage and knew  only total 
bliss. Any married person knows that it doesn’t work 
like that. We both were way too young and 
immature. Linda was 18 and I had just turned 20. At 
first, we were like any other newlywed couple; we 
were living our dream and all was well. However, 
the dream soon turned into a nightmare. I cannot 
remember what the exact issues were. All I can 
remember is that she cried a lot and I was very 
frustrated with her inexplainable behavior.
                   (A typical male reaction!) 
  On July 6th of this year we will celebrate our 56th 
wedding anniversary. To tell you that we have an 
amazing marriage and are incredibly happy would 
truly be an understatement. We look back on our life 
together and are totally amazed at the goodness of 
God and the life we forged out of the fires of 
adversity. There is one verse of  scripture we feel 
describes our life better than any other. 

Ephesians 3:20 (TPT) 
“Never doubt God’s mighty power to work in you 
and accomplish all this. He will achieve infinitely 
more than your greatest request, your most 
unbelievable dream, and exceed your wildest 
imagination! He will outdo them all, for his 
miraculous power constantly energizes you.” 

  So, all this leaves us with one very important 
question: How  did two young, immature children 
who started out totally unready for the challenges of 
married life end up with such an amazing success 
story? It has been said that hindsight is always 
20/20. I believe, to a certain extent, that this is at 
least partially true, so I will share with you what I 
see as I look back on the last 56 years. 
   The biggest thing that kept us on course was the 
unbreakable commitment we had made to each 
other. Divorce was not, and never would be, an 
option! Both of us had come from homes where we 
observed how  difficult married life can be. However, 
both of us also had the example of  parents who 
refused to consider divorce as an option. Few  today 
understand how  important and powerful this is and 
how it impacts your marriage and your happiness. 
   I want to try to show  you how  this works and why 
this is such a powerful dynamic in any marriage. 
Because divorce has become so common, young 
couples today often see it as the solution for their 
unhappiness. What they fail to understand is that 
the chances of a second or third marriage making 
them happy is even less because they come with 
the same wrong thinking that destroyed their 
previous marriage. 
  Now  let’s look at how  a couple deals with their 
issues when they both refuse to consider divorce as 
an option. Here is how  it worked for us. We were 
both unhappy and had started to have second 
thoughts about what we had done. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE PAGE 2



                                                                              

  However, because divorce was not one of  our 
options, we were forced to come up with a different 
solution. We did not want to spend the rest of  our 
lives unhappy, so we were left with no choice but to 
fix the problems. That meant we had to fix us. 
What a novel idea! This is not rocket science. It is a 
simple truth that some refuse to accept, and as a 
result, they go from one unhappy marriage to the 
next. 
   While it may be simple, it is not easy. It is not 
easy because it forces you to live contrary to how 
your fallen nature functions. We all have more than 
an ample supply of self-will and selfish desires. 
Before you become offended and reject what I am 
saying, take a look at your marriage. Those who 
are stuck in an unhappy relationship are usually 
quite capable of  pointing out the flaws and 
shortcomings of their mate. They are not happy, 
and in their mind, it is their mate’s fault. They feel 
their mate does not treat them right. The list goes 
on and on. 
  On the other hand, those who have happy 
marriages will be shouting their total agreement 
with what I just said. They know  it is true because 
they have been there and done that. They have 
faced their demons head-on, and with the help of 
the Lord, they have conquered the selfishness that 
destroys happy marriages. When two people 
allow  God to do this work in them, they will be 
happy beyond anything they could ever dream. 
   I am not a paragon of virtue, but I know  of no 
other way to illustrate what I am trying to 
communicate except to use myself  as an example. 
In the beginning, I saw  my wife as the problem. Her 
behavior was unexplainable and unacceptable and 
my frustration with her was reaching dangerous  
toxic levels. Then one day I had an eye-opening 
experience...I looked in the mirror. By that I mean, 
instead of focusing on her, I began to focus on me. 
What was my role in her life supposed to be? If I 
was God’s gift to her, then what was that gift 
supposed to look like? What was that gift supposed 
to act like? 

   For me this was the start of a happy marriage. If I 
could just fix me, everything else would fix itself. This 
meant that I needed to see myself  as having a 
mandate from God to be what my wife needed in a 
husband. I needed to see myself as the source of all 
human blessing to her. I needed to become the 
source of her happiness. 

     In short, I needed to become her superhero! 

  At first this mandate seemed totally unattainable. 
However, slowly but surely, I began to see it as the 
primary goal for my entire life. Long before God 
called me to pastor a church or start Resurrection 
Christian School, he called me to be a superhero to 
my wife. In fact, this was really all that mattered. 
   I want to be sure you understand. This change in 
me did not happen overnight. It started as a very 
murky thought that seemed strange, unnatural, and 
threatening. It seemed to me that it would require my 
death; I would need to die to self. This was not 
something I found exciting. In fact, without God’s 
help, I was totally incapable of  doing it. It was death 
by inches. But what I have found is that as I die, I 
live. It seems to me I remember reading that in a 
book somewhere. 
   I am sure you have all heard the saying, “What 
goes around comes around.” Well, I can tell you that 
it is true. I am married to a woman who would do 
anything in her power to make me happy. 

         Truly, she has become my superhero! 

   In fact, this is so true that it has caused us to have 
a new  set of problems. The other night I asked her 
where she would like to go for dinner and she 
responded very firmly, “I am not going to tell you.” 
She went on to explain, “I know  that if I tell you, that 
is where we will end up going and just for a change, I 
want you to choose where we go.” I was frustrated. 
Does this woman not understand what the prime 
directive for my life is? But there is a happy ending. 
At least she didn’t end up crying. 

 She doesn’t do that anymore; at least not often! 

TO BE CONTINUED
NEXT MONTH

“The Key To A Happy Marriage”
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A   M  I  N  U  T  E   W  I  T  H   M  I  S  S   L  I  N  D  A

We always write 
our articles about 
two months in 
advance, which 
means I wrote 
this article way 
back in May. May 
i s t h e m o n t h 
when there are  
s o v e r y m a n y 

graduations, and we always like to send cards to 
congratulate the fine young men and women we feel 
close to. 
   This year, as I was looking for graduation cards, I 
was amazed at how  many of  them gave advice like, 
“Believe in Yourself.” One card said, “How  high you 
rise is whatever you decide.” Another said, “Be 
confident in your power to make your dreams come 
true.” This troubled me. We want our young people 
to be self-confident and sure of  themselves, but we 
also want them to never forget how  much they need 
the Lord to guide them and bless them. 
  The reason our young people need this input is 
because feeling a great need for the Lord’s help is 
not something we are born with. In fact, our fallen 
human nature makes us feel just the opposite. So 
many today feel they can do anything they set their 
mind to if  they just work hard and refuse to accept 
defeat. Life has taught me that this kind of thinking is 
a sure way to experience frustration and failure.     
However, youth often have a very different view  and 
do not see things this way. 

   When you are young, it is so easy to trust in your 
education, intellect, physical strength, and 
appearance. As you get older, you begin to realize 
that most of these things are not really as awesome 
as you once believed. But this does not mean that as 
you get older, you automatically learn how  much you 
need the Lord’s help. In fact, some people never 
learn this important life lesson. Why? 
   Believe it or not, one of the things that can become 
a hindrance is success. Success can be one of the 
most destructive forces we face because it easily 
leads to pride, and nothing will cause God to lift His 
hand of blessing off our lives quicker than pride. C. 
S. Lewis calls pride “the great sin” and writes, “A 
proud man is always looking down on things and 
people; and, of course, as long as you are looking 
down, you cannot see something that is above you.” 
   Pride causes us to fix our eyes firmly on ourselves. 
We base our opinion of  ourselves on our 
possessions, our talents, our ability to focus, and our 
social position, but not on the sovereignty, 
sufficiency, and beauty of God. It clouds our vision of 
Him, and elevates our vision of ourselves. It not only 
blinds us to Him, but removes any motivation to seek 
Him. Proverbs 6:17 tells us that God hates pride. 
   John and I certainly experienced the blessing of 
God upon our lives in an extraordinary way. But we 
thank God that in spite of  all the blessings, the Lord 
also allowed us to experience enough trials and tests 
to never lose our sense of  total dependency upon 
Him. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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I have many examples of times when things 
seemed impossible, and situations caused us to 
remember just how  much we needed to rely on El 
Shaddai, the All-Sufficient One. The one example 
that stands out above all the rest was when we built 
our first building. We had been meeting in schools 
and a remodeled warehouse, but we still didn’t have 
our own building. We knew  we needed to have a 
building of our own and began searching for a piece 
of ground. This task proved to be far more difficult 
than we could have ever imagined. No matter what 
parcel we looked at, we encountered huge 
obstacles and opposition. No matter how  hard we 
worked, we were making no progress. It left us with 
no other option but to desperately seek the Lord. 

Then God opened the door for us to buy land out 
near the interstate. A farmer who was selling his 
farm said something came up in his heart to sell part 
of his farm to our church. The Lord impressed on us 
that this was the place, so we followed His leading. 

It was in our hearts to build debt free, but we ran 
out of  money before we could finish and had to stop 
const ruct ion. Th is proved to be a great 
embarrassment because the local newspaper 
posted our story on the front page of the paper. 
They even posted a photo showing the unfinished 
building. It was embarrassing, but it caused us to 
seek the Lord and His blessing even more. 

But that is not the end of  the story. We have a 
God who is “El Shaddai, God Almighty, the All-
Sufficient One.” We leaned upon Him and saw  Him 
supply every need as we walked in obedience and 
cried out for His help. We had to be patient, but after 
a little over a year, we resumed building as the Lord 
supplied. His blessing enabled us to finish the 
building debt free. It was such a celebration of  our 
Lord’s sufficiency. 

I want to close by sharing something that 
happened back in May. I was up in Rocky Mountain 
National Park and started a conversation with a gal. 
I found out she was from New  Jersey and I 

mentioned that I was born there. Then she 
introduced me to her daughter. The conversation led 
to her talking about her nephew  who had moved to 
Colorado so he could support his “pot” addiction. 
The daughter also said she smoked pot off  and on 
when she was overwhelmed or troubled. 

I then felt impressed to tell them that when I am 
in situations like that, I ask El Shaddai for His help. 
They both looked shocked and said, “That’s 
Hebrew.” You can only guess where our 
conversation went from there. The daughter had 
served in the Israeli Army (IDF) for 2 years. She said 
to me, “You must be an evangelical Christian.” She 
then shared how  evangelical Christians had brought 
them backpacks and goody bags. I told her we 
loved Israel and prayed for the “Peace of 
Jerusalem” every day and had given many teddy 
bears with both the Israeli and American flags sewn 
on them to young women serving in the IDF. 

I was so thrilled to hear her acknowledge that it 
is really good to ask El Shaddai for help. I then told 
her that He really wants us to ask Him for help when 
we are in need. Once again, I was overwhelmed 
with how  God opens the door for us to share that He 
is our “Almighty God, the All-Sufficient One.” 

I started this article by saying that I have learned 
I need the Lord Almighty every day of my life. He is 
my El Shaddai, the only true and living God and 
there is none other like Him. He is the “All-Sufficient 
One.” He is the creator of heaven and earth, and all 
things that exist were made by Him. He is all-
powerful and there is no problem too big, too hard, 
or too complicated for Him to fix. He is a miracle-
working God. El Shaddai can do what no other god 
can do. 

I end this article by telling you to never trust the 
arm of your flesh, but to put your trust in... 

     El Shaddai, the All-Sufficient One. 

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE TRUTH

“He Is El Shaddai!”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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“Come Quickly Lord Jesus”

   To say that Bible prophecy is a fascinating subject 
would be an understatement. For many generations 
God’s people have been fascinated by the fact that 
the Bible has accurately foretold events that were 
to happen in the future. However, no matter how 
fascinating this subject might be, there is one thing 
I find a bit disturbing. Much of Bible prophecy tends 
to focus on some very dark events. I wrote about 
this back in May and gave a brief  glimpse into the 
“time of trouble” spoken of by the prophets of old. 
   This month I want to give some balance to this by 
looking at what has been prophesied about the 
changes coming to planet earth after Jesus returns. 
The first and perhaps the most wonderful thing is 
that the kingdoms of this world will all fall and Jesus 
will then rule over all the world. 
  I cannot help but say that for me, this can’t 
happen soon enough. I think it would be safe to say 
that during my lifetime there has not been even one 
day when there was peace on earth. I hate war and 
the suffering it has brought to this planet, and I 
refuse to watch a movie about war. It is ugly and 
demonic and caused by evil satanic control of  world 
leaders. The return of Jesus will end this senseless 
bloodshed. 

Isaiah 2:4 (NOG) 
“Then he will judge disputes between nations and 
settle arguments between many people. 
They will hammer their swords into plowblades and 
their spears into pruning shears. Nations will never 
fight against each other, and they will never train for 
war again.” 

Another thing Isaiah speaks of  will be a complete 
change in nature. Our world today is a place of 
conflict and death because all of  nature has been 
affected by the fall. But when Jesus comes back, 
things will return to how they were before the fall. 

Isaiah 11:6-9 (NOG) 
“Wolves will live with lambs. 
Leopards will lie down with goats. 
Calves, young lions, and year-old lambs will be 
together, and little children will lead them. 
7 Cows and bears will eat together. 
Their young will lie down together. 
Lions will eat straw like oxen. 
8 Infants will play near cobras’ holes. 
Toddlers will put their hands into vipers’ nests. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy anyone anywhere on 
my holy mountain. The world will be filled with the 
knowledge of Yahweh like water covering the sea.” 

Also, it would appear that the aging process we all 
must deal with will be reversed. 

Isaiah 65:20 (NOG) 
“There will no longer be an infant who lives for only 
a few  days or an old man who doesn’t live a long 
life. 
Whoever lives to be a hundred years old will be 
thought of as young.” 

If Methuselah died at 969 years, then someone 
who was 100 would have been considered to be 
about like a 10-year-old child. 

To all this I have only one thing to say, 

       “Come quickly, Lord Jesus!”

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE TRUTH


