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   This month we roll out a completely new  design 
of our website. Once again, our goal was to make 
it even easier to navigate and also eliminate any 
redundancies. However, this time our main goal 
was to give our viewers a sense of joining us in 
the mountains as they view the site. 
   It seemed to us that the old design made you 
feel as if you were looking at the site while out by 
an old barn. That is not where our photos are 
taken, and thus a change was needed. We would 
love to get your feedback, both good and bad. If 
you find something on the website that is not 
working as it should, we can easily fix it if  we 
know about the problem. 
   If you think we hit the nail on the head and have 
made you feel as if  you are viewing the site while 
joining us for a hike, we would love to hear that as 
well. We hope we have piqued your curiosity 
enough that you will check it out. Thank you for all 
your support and input!
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WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. At times it 
may make you feel uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to speak truth that will 

provide spiritual guidance for you and your family in a time of great spiritual darkness.                     
You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH! 

FEATURE ARTICLE: “What Belongs To You?”

   Shortly after we retired, Miss Linda and I began 
feeling like we wanted to purchase a 4-wheeler. Yes, 
Miss Linda was totally in on this. We found a good, 
low  mileage unit and began enjoying the trails 
around Estes. However, in the last two years we 
found ourselves using our 4-wheeler less and less. 
It was not because we didn’t enjoy it, but rather 
because it was such a hassle to get the trailer out of 
the garage, hook it up to the truck, load and unload 
the machine, and then do it all over again after our 
outing. 
   We were eating breakfast one morning and began 
talking about this when Miss Linda said, “Why don’t 
you sell both the trailer and the 4-wheeler and buy a 
Jeep?” Now I have to tell you, I married the right 
woman! That was a great idea. A lifted Jeep can go 
about anywhere a 4-wheeler can and there is no 
need for a trailer and all the hassle that goes with it. 
  It only took about two weeks and the 4-wheeler 
and the trailer were sold and we started looking for 
a good, low  mileage Jeep. I have always been 
amazed at how  the Lord will have something 
prepared ahead of time that turns out to be such a 
blessing. Matthew  6:33 says, “But seek first the 
kingdom of God . . . , and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” Over and over we have seen this 
happen in our lives. 
   We were down in Parker for a few  days and I 
started looking for Jeeps in the area. I must tell you 
that finding a good, used Jeep can be very difficult. 
Most of the ones we looked at had been badly 
abused. I mean, badly abused! Then I saw  a new 
listing on Craigslist that looked very interesting. The 
listing said this Jeep was 11 years old but only had 
37,000 miles. I tried not to get my hopes too high. 
   Linda and I drove out in the country about 30 
miles east of  Denver and there it was. It was one of 
those moments when you could almost hear a choir 
of angels singing “Hallelujah.” I could not believe 
my eyes! It was bright, fire engine red with a black 
top and it was in mint condition. A couple our age 

had owned it and had seldom driven it except once a 
year when they took their annual trip to Moab. It had 
lived its entire life in their garage. The next day we 
drove our “new” 11-year-old Jeep home. 
   I really loved my new  Jeep. It was such fun to drive 
and was equipped with everything I could have 
wanted. It had a 5-inch lift kit, power windows, power 
door locks, keyless entry, and the list goes on and 
on. However, there was one thing it didn’t have that I 
really missed; it didn’t have an outside temperature 
gauge. 
   For months I researched what it would cost to get 
an outside temperature gauge installed. To my 
dismay I discovered that to do it right would cost 
about $180, and that was if  I did the installation 
myself. (Probably not a good idea!) Because of the 
cost, I kept delaying. Then one day I was sitting in 
my Jeep and noticed a button on the dash. Out of 
curiosity I pushed it, and voila, it switched on a 
readout that showed me the outside temperature. It 
had been available all along and I didn’t even know 
it. 
   I have thought about this for several months and 
have found myself wondering how  many things 
might there be that belong to us in Christ that we 
have never appropriated and perhaps don’t even 
know exist. Consider 2 Peter 2:3-4. 

2 Peter 1:3-4 (VOICE) 
“His divine power has given us everything we need 
to experience  life and to reflect God’s true nature 
through the knowledge of the One who called us by 
His glory and virtue. 
4 Through these things, we have received God’s 
great and valuable promises, so we might escape 
the corruption of  worldly desires and share in the 
divine nature.” 

In John 10:10 Jesus said, “I am come that you might 
have life and that you might have it more 
abundantly.”
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   In spite of this, it seems to me that far too many 
Christians have somehow  never “pushed the 
button.” Their lives often appear to be no different 
than the people who claim to have no relationship 
with Christ. They have marriage problems, money 
problems, kid problems, stress and anxiety, and a 
host of other issues that are very much like those 
who never attend any church or claim any faith. 
They seem very much like I was with my new  Jeep; 
they wish they had abundant life but never seem to 
get it. Perhaps more of my story might help. 
   I told my story to the gal who owns the Estes 
Park Egg & I and her response was priceless. 
Without blinking an eye, she said, “Didn’t you 
read the owner’s manual?” Isn’t that a typical 
woman’s response? What a novel thought; read the 
owner’s manual! I must tell you - my wife loved that 
conversation. 
   There is so much truth in my story. If  I had just 
taken the time to read the owner’s manual, I could 
have been enjoying all the features that came with 
that vehicle. This is exactly how  it is with our 
Christian walk. We have been given so much in 
Christ, but only as we read the owner’s manual (our 
Bible) do we actually begin to know  what we have 
been given and how to actually experience it. 
   

  One thing immediately comes to my mind. In 
Galatians 5 we are given a wonderful list of the things 
we obtain as we yield our lives to the Holy Spirit. The 
list includes: love, joy, peace, gentleness, long-
suffering, goodness, and faith. If any of these are 
missing in your life, the “owner’s manual” tells you that 
you need to become more intimate with, and yielded 
to, the Holy Spirit. Anything else will only result in 
frustration and disappointment. The prophet Isaiah 
kind of puts it all in perspective. 

Isaiah 55:1-3 (NIRV) 
“Come, all you who are thirsty. 
Come and drink the water I offer to you. 
You who do not have any money, come. 
Buy and eat the grain I give you. 
Come and buy wine and milk. 
You will not have to pay anything for it. 
2 Why spend money on what is not food? 
Why work for what does not satisfy you? 
Listen carefully to me. 
Then you will eat what is good. 
You will enjoy the richest food there is. 
3a Listen and come to me. 
Pay attention to me. 
Then you will live.”

AND THAT MY FRIENDS
 IS THE TRUTH

“What Belongs To You?”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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A   M  I  N  U  T  E   W  I  T  H   M  I  S  S   L  I  N  D  A

  When children 
taste something 
bitter, their faces 
quickly reveal 
how  they feel 
about it. This is 
o n e o f t h e 
wonderful things 
about children; 

they are transparent and open about their feelings. 
Take a look at two photos I found that illustrate this. 

   As adults we learn to be a bit more careful about 
revealing the things we feel deep inside. After all, we 
don’t want to be like little children when it comes to 
this type of behavior. But is trying to hide our feelings 
really what we should do when dealing with things 
that can so easily fill us with bitterness? And can our 
bitterness really be hidden? 
  Many years ago, when we were young in the 
ministry, we observed so many older pastors that 
looked so bitter and defeated. We didn’t know  why 
this was, or what they had experienced that caused 
it, but we knew  we didn’t want it to happen to us. We 
made a vow to each other to never get bitter no 
matter what we faced in life. 
    It is a good thing we made that vow! Trust me, 
over 50 years in the ministry has given us many 
opportunities to become very bitter. Whenever you 
are given a position of  leadership, whether as a 
pastor, a parent, or a boss in the workplace, there 
will be times when you face fierce opposition. This 
can be very difficult and often become very hurtful. 
No matter how hurtful, you cannot let these times 
define who you are as a person. Please hear what 
I have to say: you have a choice! As always, the 
Bible gives us guidance. 

Ephesians 4:31 (AMP) 
“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor, 
[perpetual animosity, resentment, strife, fault-finding] 
and slander be put away from you, along with every 
kind of malice [all spitefulness, verbal abuse, 
malevolence].”

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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This verse gives us a wealth of information that 
helps us know  how  to handle the hurtful situations 
we all face in life, with the first being how  we view 
bitterness. Here is the definition of  the word 
“bitterness” from the Greek. 

“Bitterness:” acridity (especially poison), 
literally or figuratively:--bitterness. 

We must start by viewing bitterness as 
poison. It kills the person you once were and 
destroys the beautiful person God has planned for 
you to become. In the natural you would not even 
think of drinking something you knew  was poison. 
That is why you need to make the same decision 
John and I made over 50 years ago: No bitterness 
allowed...not now, not ever! 

But how  do you do that? It’s not as simple as it 
sounds. Or is it? Once again, we need to look 
carefully at Ephesians 4:31. Notice the list of  things 
that accompany bitterness. These include: wrath, 
anger, perpetual animosity, resentment, strife, fault-
finding, slander, spitefulness, and verbal abuse. To 
think that we can avoid bitterness, but yet keep any 
of these other things is total folly. This is where most 
bitter people have made a terrible mistake. 

So many live in an environment of  strife, 
perpetual animosity, etc., and do nothing to remove 
themselves from it. If  that is your lifestyle, you will 
become bitter - I guarantee it! This is why, over the 
years, my husband and I have had to make many 
painful decisions to separate ourselves from strifeful 
situations and people. I could give many illustrations 
but I really don’t want to go there. Why? I don’t live 
there anymore and don’t care to go back to the old 
neighborhood to see if  the neighbors have changed. 
Do you get my point? 

There is also something else that can be a major 
source of bitterness. When we are young, we all 
have hopes and dreams, but life has a way of 
dashing those dreams on the rocks that line the 
shore of the ocean we sail on. Others seem to set 

sail, never encounter a storm, and easily reach their 
destinations. Be careful, envy and bitterness can 
easily set in. 

Proverbs 14:30 (AMPC) 
“A calm and undisturbed mind and heart are the 

life and health of the body, but envy, jealousy, and 
wrath are like rottenness of the bones.” 

How  do we avoid this trap? Start by making sure 
every dream and ambition you have is spiritual and 
not carnal. So many have dreams of wealth, big 
houses, possessions, and leisure. Many pastors 
dream of pastoring a big church and being famous. 
These are all carnal dreams. 

I can truthfully say that John and I never had 
those kinds of dreams or ambitions. What was the 
focus of our life? We had one thing we wanted to 
accomplish and we still pursue this one thing today; 
we just wanted to be obedient to whatever the Lord 
was telling us to do and to be a blessing every day. 
Because of this, we never experienced the 
bitterness of unfulfilled dreams and ambitions. We 
look back on our lives and are amazed at how  God 
did abundantly above what we could have ever even 
imagined. 

So, you have a choice, which will it be, bitter or 
sweet? If you want sweet, you will need to make the 
decision to avoid strife and all that accompanies it 
as if it were poison. If you want sweet, you will need 
to make the decision to live your life with one goal 
only; to be obedient and pleasing unto the Lord. 

Hebrews 12:14-15 (GNT) 
“Try to be at peace with everyone, and try to live 

a holy life. . . 15 Guard against turning back from the 
grace of  God. Let no one become like a bitter plant 
that grows up and causes many troubles with its 
poison.” 

         Don’t get bitter, get better!

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE TRUTH

“BITTER OR SWEET?”
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P R O P H E C Y  U P D A T E
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“KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED” 

   A few  months ago, Miss Linda and I decided to 
buy a sound bar for our TV. We were having 
trouble understanding the words (I think it’s an age 
thing) and were amazed at how  clear our 
daughter’s TV sounded. So, off  to Best Buy we 
went. Our experience there was especially 
pleasant because our grandson, Zachary, works 
there. He was so helpful, explained how  the 
different systems work, and then allowed us to 
listen to each of them. Our decision and the 
subsequent purchase was easy. 
    After Zach got off  work, he stopped by our house 
to install our new  sound bar. (How  is that for 
customer service!) The unboxing took longer than 
the install. After he had it all hooked up, he asked 
me for my remote. I asked him, “Which one?” You 
see, I have a basketful of remotes - one for every 
device I own. 
    I wish you could have seen the look of  shock on 
his face when I presented him with my basket of 
remotes. He responded by saying, “Papa, this is 
ridiculous!” and then proceeded to tell me that all I 
needed to control all my devices was one remote. 
He went on to inform me that I really no longer 
needed any remotes. If  set up right, I can just 
speak to my devices and tell them what I want 
them to do and they will obey me. Now  this is really 
something; I can’t even get Miss Linda to do that! 
All this has reminded me of a verse in the Bible. 

Daniel 12:4 (KJV) 
“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal 
the book, even to the time of  the end: many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 

As I view  it, this has to be one of  the most 
observable signs that we are living in the time of 
the end of the age. When Daniel was given this 
message, the only means of  transportation was 

either by foot, by camel, or by donkey. Thousands 
of years went by and nothing much had changed. It 
took our great-grandparents months to cross this 
country in horse-drawn covered wagons. 
  Then, toward the end of the 19th century, 
something totally amazing began happening; 
knowledge suddenly began to be increased. In 
order to stay pertinent to what Daniel was given, I 
shall confine my remarks to the area of travel. First 
the steam engine was invented, then the internal 
combustion engine, followed by the automobile, 
and then the airplane. In my lifetime I have seen 
men walking on the moon! Each day millions of 
people travel coast-to-coast and continent-to-
continent in only hours. 
   People who study such things tell us that at the 
end of  World War II, knowledge was doubling every 
25 years. Today it is doubling every 12 months, 
and in some sectors, much faster. The difference 
between our world today and the world our great-
grandparents lived in is mind- blowing. I have often 
wondered what their reaction would be if suddenly 
they could be brought back to life and placed in a 
big city like modern-day Denver. 
   This brings us back to the verse Daniel penned 
over 2500 years ago. I find it totally amazing that 
he connected the increase in knowledge with the 
amazing advancements we have made in travel. In 
the natural, there is no way he could have foreseen 
this. Once again proof abounds for the divine 
inspiration of the Bible and the fact that we are 
living in the last days of  this age. Soon the 
kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of 
our God and of His Anointed One, Jesus.


