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 “TRUTH”
MARCH 2018

A SURE WORD        
FOR TODAY

Truth is like a mountain, It cannot 
be moved and it never changes

NEXT MONTH
Next month we will be starting a series of 

articles on the subject of revival. I am not 
speaking about something that happens in a 
single church. Rather, I speak of a great 
outpouring of  the Holy Spirit that impacts the 
entire world and sweeps millions into the 
kingdom of God.

We saw  it happen 50 years ago and have 
reason to believe another great outpouring may  
be on the horizon. For the next several months 
we will be offering guidance on how  to prepare 
for it, how  to wait for it, and how  churches can  
experience it.

Does God offer it to all? If  so, why do so few 
seem to embrace it when it happens? Why do 
these great moves of  God usually start outside 
the organized church? These are just some of 
the questions we will attempt to answer. Be sure 
your friends subscribe so they don’t miss it! 

Lord, we are thirsty and dry, 
send us your Spirit!
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   One of the wonderful things about God’s Word is 
that it is always relevant. It has never become 
outdated or obsolete and it never will. Every now 
and then we see something come along that 
confirms this truth. A so-called “new  revelation” 
will begin to be taught, and soon it has a massive 
following. Thousands of churches embrace it, a 
multitude of books are written expounding its 
virtues, and many become convinced that it is a 
game changer. But is it? 
   A lifetime of  experience has taught me that just 
because everyone is going a certain direction 
doesn’t mean everything about it is right and truly 
of God. This is where God’s Word once again 
proves its merit. Paul spoke of  this very thing in his 
letter to the Ephesian church. 

Ephesians 4:14-15 (EHV) 

"The goal is that we would no longer be little 
children, tossed by the waves and blown around by 
every wind of teaching, when people use tricks and 
invent clever ways to lead us astray. 15 Instead, 
speaking the truth in love, we would in all things 
grow up into Christ, who is the head." 

   I am sure you can see how  amazing it is that we 
can take these verses out of their first century 
setting and seamlessly insert them into the twenty-
first century. It is as if  Paul were alive today and 
writing directly to us. In fact, it is very possible that 
the church today needs Paul’s guidance even more 
than the church of  his day needed it! With that 
thought in mind, please allow  me to go through 
these two verses and point out some things I feel 
God is impressing on my heart. 
   The first thing that stands out to me is that Paul 
uses children as an illustration, and indeed it is a 
great illustration. It is so easy to see how  a fad can 
catch on with youth, and almost overnight, every 
teen is into it until something else comes along. 

This is true of their clothes, their gadgets, and at 
least a hundred other things. It was true when I was 
a teen and it is still true today. 
   This was made very real to Miss Linda and me 
when we first started trying to take selfies. We were 
sharing our frustrations with our grandchildren and 
one of  them quickly had a solution for us. What we 
needed was a “selfie stick.” In fact, the next day a 
very sweet grandchild delivered a “selfie stick” to our 
door for us to try out. We were told that everybody 
has one and assured it would surely solve our 
problems. 
   We tried our best to use that thing, but in the end 
decided it was more trouble than it was worth. A 
while later we attempted to return it but were told, 
“No, you keep it, I don’t want it back.” When I asked 
why, I was told it was because it was no longer 
considered cool! Have I made my point? 
   This is fine when it comes to teens and their play 
toys, but it is not fine when it comes to church 
doctrine. Paul plainly tells us we shouldn’t allow 
ourselves to be “tossed by the waves and blown 
around by every wind of teaching.” In spite of  this, 
people often feel condemned because they can’t get 
excited by the latest new  teaching that is being 
applauded by so many. This feeling is sometimes 
exacerbated by the fact that some teachers do not 
hesitate to make it sound like there is something 
wrong with those who won’t jump blindly on board. 
  Is this right? Is there really something wrong with 
you if  you have some very strong reservations about 
the thing others are saying is the “new  thing” God 
is doing? Does all this leave you feeling confused 
and condemned? If  so, read on. I am about to give 
you some much needed help that is based on what 
Paul wrote in Ephesians 4. 
   In the 15th verse, Paul gives us the alternative to 
being “tossed by the waves and blown around by 
every wind of teaching.” It is to cling tenaciously to 
truth and not be afraid to speak the truth in love. 

FEATURE ARTICLE:   “ WHY YOU FEEL TOSSED TO & FRO ”
                                                                                              

WARNING: You are entering the “TRUTH ZONE”. You may not like what you read. It may make you feel 
uncomfortable. That is not my goal. My goal is to help you and provide spiritual guidance for you and your 
family in a time of great spiritual darkness. You can be sure that what you read here will be TRUTH!

Continued Next Page 
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   But what, exactly, is  truth and how can we 
know  it? In John 17:17 Jesus said, “...thy Word is 
truth.” We have God’s Word and it is every 
believer’s responsibility to judge every sermon, 
every book, and every teaching to make sure they 
line up to God’s Word. If  they don’t, they must be 
labeled as either error, or excess, or both. 
   This may sound simple, but trust me, it isn’t. It 
has been said that you can make the Bible say 
anything you want it to say. This is so true. Every 
false teacher of the past used Scripture. There are 
no exceptions. I don’t care if  it was David Koresh or 
Jim Jones. They both built infamous cults while 
teaching from the Bible, and yet their teaching 
ended in the death of their followers. 
  Those who got out and survived these deadly 
cults have testified in interviews that they couldn’t 
stay because they felt so much inner turmoil 
(tossed to and fro). They also relate how  these 
false teachers used the Bible as their basis for the 
teaching they were promoting. How  can this be? 
And if this is true, how  can we protect ourselves 
when false teachers use the Bible? 
  There is a very simple answer to that question. 
We need to remember that not only can you 
make the Bible say anything you want it to say, 
but also, the Bible will NEVER contradict itself. 
If it appears the Bible is contradicting itself, then we 
can be sure someone is misinterpreting the Bible. It 
is then time for you to go to church leadership and 
ask some very pointed “What about this?” 
questions. This is how  the Body of  Christ is 
supposed to function. 
   If  you listen to the interviews of the survivors of 
deadly cults, you will hear again and again that the 
ones involved in leading those cults did not allow 
anyone to question their authority or what they 
were teaching. There were serious consequences 
for those who dared to say, "But what about this?” 
   This is why people often feel tossed about and 
conflicted when they hear a new  teaching. It isn’t 
because the teaching is something they haven’t 
ever heard before. Rather, it is because they know 
their Bible well enough to know  that there are a 
number of “what about this” scriptures that are 
demanding an answer. 

When this happens, you should always feel you can 
go to church leadership and “speak the truth in love” 
without being branded as a troublemaker who is 
trying to cause strife and division. Your input 
should be highly valued and received with 
thanksgiving. 
   It is very important that you know  I am not writing 
this because I fear there is a dangerous new  cult 
being formed in Northern Colorado. For sure, this 
has never entered my mind. I am writing this 
because I was a pastor for many decades. As I look 
back on those decades of service, I can now  plainly 
see how  there were times I fell into the trap of 
getting so excited about some new  teaching that I 
forgot to make sure it didn’t run into conflict with 
other teachings found in God’s Word. 
   Because of  this mistake, I am quite sure there 
were times when people felt like they were being 
tossed to and fro. I deeply regret this, but 
unfortunately, in real life we don’t get any do-overs. 
My motivation for writing this is to help those who 
may be feeling a bit tossed to and fro to understand 
why they feel like they do and how  to handle it 
biblically. I also have a great desire to help pastors 
avoid making some of the same mistakes I made. 
    Please understand, I am not talking about how  we 
do church. There are many different ways God uses 
churches to meet the needs of groups and ages 
from different backgrounds. I have learned to 
appreciate all of  them. Rather, I am talking about 
new  teachings that come along that may be good 
but can easily get totally out of balance. I encourage 
you to read the entire 4th chapter of  Ephesians to 
see how this can be avoided. 

Ephesians 4:15-16 (EHV) 

"Instead, speaking the truth in love, we would in all 
things grow  up into Christ, who is the head. 16 From 
him the whole body, being joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows in accordance 
with Christ’s activity when he measured out each 
individual part. He causes the growth of  the body so 
that it builds itself up in love." 

                           “ Why You Feel Tossed To & Fro“      
                                      Continued from Page 2

And that my friends, 
   is the truth!
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                                    Continued  Next Page

A      M   I   N   U   T   E      W   I   T   H      M   I   S   S      L   I   N   D   A

   This month I want 
t o l o o k a t t h e 
subject of choices. 
God created us in His 
o w n i m a g e a n d 
accord ing to H is 
likeness. Because of 
this we have a free 

will and the ability to make our own choices. Even 
God will never force us to do His will. We all have a 
free will and the right to exercise it. 
  While this sounds wonderful and good, it has 
created problems ever since the dawn of  creation. 
Adam and Eve didn’t handle their free will very well. 
In the same way, many today do things and make 
choices that often cause them to reap a very bad 
harvest or miss God’s best for their lives. 
   I think this is caused by the fact that, given the 
choice, we all tend to take the way that seems 
easiest or the path of least resistance. We place a 
high value on creature comforts. I don’t think anyone 
is exempt, including myself. 
   Here is my short list of things I would rather do 
than something else: 
1. I would rather not have that routine procedure or 
test done that my doctor reminds me of  every year 
when I have my annual physical. 
2. I would rather play word games first than read my 

Bible. 

3. I would rather feel sorry for myself than praise the 
Lord for His goodness to me. 
4. I would rather sleep in than find time to go to 
church. 
5. I would rather laugh than cry. 
  This is only my short list. If you think about it, 
everything in life has a "rather" connected to it. 
God’s Word tells us to do a certain thing but our flesh 
says, “I’d rather do this or that.” Usually the thing 
God’s Word tells us to do is the more difficult thing. 
There is always an easier path to choose. 
   So why would anyone choose the more difficult 
thing? The answer is simple: The easy road may not 
be what God has for us and if we choose it, we will 
miss God’s best. 
    Also, we must never forget the example Jesus set 
for us. He did not seek His own way but chose the 
path of suffering because He placed us before 
Himself. 

Matthew 26:39 (NIV) 
"Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the 
ground and prayed, 'My Father, if  it is possible, may 
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 
will.'” 

   If  He did that for us, can we do any less for those 
around us who need someone to stand with them 
during their time of need? 

     “I’d Rather Have Jesus”
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   A good Bible study is to search for  verses that 
give us some “rathers.” When I did this, I found 
37 verses that give us guidance for our everyday 
lives. Let’s look at a few. 

Ephesians 5:11 (KJV) 
"And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them." 

   We are living in a time like never before. So many 
are admonishing Christians to accept those who 
are deep in sin and just overlook their lifestyles. 
That’s not what the word says we should “rather” 
do. We should show  the sinner love, but love does 
not demand that we accept what God’s Word calls 
an abomination in His eyes. 
  There are some other “rathers” that are really 
practical and should be applied to our everyday 
lives. Let’s take a look at them. 

Proverbs 16:16 (MEV) 
"How  much better to get wisdom than gold! And to 
get understanding is to be chosen rather than 
silver!" 
Proverbs 22:1 (MEV) 
"A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches, and loving favor rather than silver and gold." 

   I have chosen these two verses because they 
speak to one of the great issues of life. It seems as 
if the pursuit of  material possessions is the main 
focus of so many today. Wisdom, understanding, a 
good name, and God’s favor seem to not be on the 
list of  things most people would rather have. That is 
why you see them do things that make you just 
shake your head in amazement. You ask yourself, 
“How can anyone do that and expect God’s 
favor and wisdom to rest upon them?” 
   In all the years my husband and I pastored, we 
always felt that without the favor and the wisdom of 
God resting upon us, we would certainly fail. That 
belief factored into every decision we made. In our 
minds, nothing compared to the overwhelming 
value of God’s favor and wisdom. 

Yes, there were times this caused us to choose a 
path that caused us discomfort. It didn’t matter. We 
would rather have had God’s favor than anything 
else. 

Luke 12:31 (KJV) 
"But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 

  There is an old hymn entitled “I’d Rather Have 
Jesus.” Although most American hymnals show  Rhea 
Miller as the composer of  this song, Swedish sources 
attribute the original to Prince Oscar of Sweden. In 
1888 he relinquished his royal title and right of 
succession to the throne in order to marry a 
commoner who had led him to the Lord. When you 
know  his story the words of  the song really come 
alive. 

              “I’d Rather Have Jesus” 
I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold 
I'd rather be His than have riches untold 
I'd rather have Jesus than houses or land 
I'd rather be led by His nail-pierced hands 

I'd rather have Jesus than men's applause 
I'd rather be faithful to His dear cause 
I'd rather have Jesus then worldwide fame 
I'd rather be true to His holy name 
Chorus 
Than to be a king of a vast domain 
Or be held in sin's dread sway 
I'd rather have Jesus than anything 
This world affords today 

   My prayer for each of you is that you would make 
the pursuit of God’s favor and wisdom your forever 
“rather.” We are living in an hour when many seek the 
applause and favor of man rather than the favor of 
God. Yet these things are like shadows that soon 
disappear when storm clouds cover the sun. But, 
always remember, no storm of life will ever be able to 
blot out God’s favor. 

            Yes, I’d rather have Jesus. 

             “I’d Rather Have Jesus”  
          CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

AND THAT MY FRIENDS IS THE
      “TRUTH”.
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   “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men shall see 
visions."  Joel 2:28 (RSV) 

   Last fall I was complaining to my wife about the 
fact that Joel 2:28 didn’t seem to be happening in 
my life. When I was young, I had two supernatural 
visions from God. Both were open visions where I 
was fully awake and with my physical eyes I saw 
supernatural things. Both had a life-changing 
effect upon me. Now I feel like I qualify as “old” 
and therefore should be dreaming supernatural 
dreams as described in Joel 2:28. 
   I should have known better than to whine and 
complain to Miss Linda because she is not given 
to this type of behavior. With no hesitation she 
said, “Well, have you prayed about it?” Then 
she changed the subject. How  have I stayed 
married to that woman? I knew  she was right, so I 
started asking the Lord to give me supernatural 
dreams. 
  About the middle of December, the Lord 
answered my prayers. However, instead of 
accepting that the dream I had was from the Lord, 
I tried to talk myself  out of  it. I didn’t want to 
accept that this dream was from God. 
   Then about two weeks later I had another dream 
that seemed to be from the Lord. Again, I didn’t 
want to believe it was a spiritual dream. But the 
thing I had dreamed actually came to pass! It was 
then I knew  that the first dream was truly from God 
and that He gave it to me because He wanted me 
to share it with you. I will share it and then I will 
share the interpretation. 

                            THE DREAM 

   In my dream my wife and I were on a high ridge 
up in the mountains looking toward the East. Just 
beyond the next ridge we heard large explosions 
and saw  much dark smoke filling the sky after 
each explosion. 

   Then we heard a much larger explosion and saw 
an orange mushroom cloud rise high into the sky. I 
said to my wife, "We need to get to the next ridge 
so we can see what has happened.” In the natural, 
to descend into the valley and then climb to the top 
of the next ridge would take at least a day. But in 
my dream, we were transported almost instantly to 
the top of a ridge where we could look down on the 
entire Front Range. 
  What we saw left us breathless. There was 
nothing left but ashes. There were no houses, 
no office buildings, and no sign of life. All had 
been destroyed. 
   Then as we looked at the scene before us, a 
huge mountain began to rise up out of  the ashes. It 
was huge beyond description. It rose higher than 
the mountain ridge we stood upon. Its immense 
size caused it to fill the entire scene before us. It 
was beautiful, and on the sides of this mountain 
there were large, beautiful homes and life 
everywhere. That was the end of the dream. 
    Now you know why I tried to talk myself out 
of believing it was a supernatural dream  from 
God. It was disturbing; yet it did not fill me with 
any fear because I also was given the 
interpretation. 

                  THE INTERPRETATION 

It is important that I tell you I knew  for sure this 
dream was not revealing things that are about to 
happen just here in Colorado. Rather, the dream 
was a reminder of  what God has already revealed 
in His Word about what is coming upon the entire 
world. These warnings are found many places in 
the Bible. 

Daniel 12:1 (VOICE) 

"...Then the world will enter a time of  distress unlike 
any in history, an hour of  anguish greater than any 
nation has ever known...." 

P   R   O   P   H   E   C   Y     U   P   D   A   T   E

        “YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS”

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Bible scholars have a nasty habit of taking 
anything in the Bible that is bad and assigning it to 
the Jews. This is what they do with this verse; how 
convenient! However, this is foolish and certainly 
cannot be substantiated when you read the rest of 
the Bible. 

If you read the book of  Revelation, you 
immediately realize that Daniel was not overstating 
the facts, nor would the trouble that was coming be 
only upon the Jews. Unlike some, I do not claim to 
have a full and complete understanding of all I read 
in the Book of  Revelation. But what is very clear 
to me is that planet earth is in for a rude 
awakening. 

Once again, scholars have differing opinions 
about just how  bad things will get or how  many 
people will die. However, a conservative viewpoint 
would probably say that over 3 billion people will 
die. I want to say something everyone needs to 
hear: “What you read in Revelation is going to 
happen. It cannot be avoided.” 

I believe my dream was another reminder of 
what God has already said in His Word. Out of  the 
ashes of the great tribulation, the kingdom of  God 
will arise. 

If my dream was a snapshot of the great 
tribulation, why did it not create even a moment of 
fear in me? Some people try to avoid fear by 
refusing to acknowledge what the Bible plainly 
says. How  foolish! I, on the other hand, totally 
accept what the Bible says as fact, and yet have 
absolutely no fear. How  can this be? Here is the 
answer. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (DLNT) 

"Because the Lord Himself  will descend from 
heaven with a shouted-command, with a voice of 
an archangel, and with a trumpet of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise-up first. 17 Then we— the 
ones living, the ones remaining— will be snatched-
up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we shall always be with the 
Lord." 

Once again, some say this great event will not 
happen until after the great tribulation. They say 
this is referring to Christians who somehow 
escaped the death and destruction of the 
tribulation. 

For me this has never been believable. Why? 
Look at the next verse. 

1 Thessalonians 4:18 (TLB) 
"So comfort and encourage each other with this 

news." 

Somehow  the thought of  having to go through the 
great tribulation does not seem to bring me much 
comfort. 

Consider: 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (CEB) 
"...and you are waiting for his Son from heaven. 

His Son is Jesus, who is the one he raised from the 
dead and who is the one who will rescue us from the 
coming wrath." 

 1 Thessalonians 5:9 (ISV) 
"For God has not destined us to receive wrath but 

to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus, the 
Messiah,…" 

 Revelation 3:10-11 (ERV) 
"You followed my command to endure patiently. So 

I will keep you from the time of  trouble that will come 
to the world—a time that will test everyone living on 
earth. 11 '“I am coming soon. Hold on to the faith you 
have, so that no one can take away your crown.'" 

In all the chapters in Revelation that deal with 
the horrors of the tribulation, you will not find 
even one mention of the church. Why? The church 
will have been taken out of a world that God 
intends to pour His judgment upon. 

Now  you know  why my dream caused no fear. 
More than ever before, I believe Jesus is coming 
soon. I am not looking for the antichrist, I am looking 
for Jesus. I am not looking for the great tribulation, I 
am looking for heaven. I am looking for the Kingdom 
of God to fill the whole earth. 

This is not the time to live carelessly. Now  is the 
time to hold on to your faith, to love the Lord with all 
your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to be looking 
for the day when Jesus splits the sky and says,

           “Come home my beloved,
         Enter into the joy of the Lord!”

And that my friends,
    is the “Truth!”


